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SUMMARY

The Accumulation of Geographic Information Concerning the Korean
Peninsula by Japanese Military during the Latter Half of the 19t Century
Shigeru KOBAY ASHI and Satoko OKADA

After the Meiji Restoration, Japanese military started accumulating
geographic information on East Asian countries, for the prospected
operations in these areas. In order to grasp the developmental stages of
this process, present paper examines the early phase of cartographic
works by Japanese military concerning the Korean Peninsula. Japanese
military gradually scaled up this kind of activity in accordance with the
development of the diplomatic relation with Korea.

In the 1870s, Japan had not reliable source of the information
regarding Korea after the interruption of traditional diplomatic relation
with this country. Japanese government procured not only charts made by
French fleet during 1866 campaign to Korea but also old maps captured
during the Bunroku and Keicho Campaign (1592-93 and 1597-98). The
translation of Histoire de [’eglise de Corée by Charles Dallet (1874) into
Japanese should be also mentioned as an effort to collect new information
on Korea.

The first map printed by Japanese Army in 1876 was a compilation
of the information from various sources. On coastline, it depended on
British and U.S. charts, whereas Korean and Chinese maps were consulted
on inland areas. The opening of diplomatic relation between Japan and
Korea after the Incidence of Kanghwa Island (1875) provided new
opportunity for surveying inlands. Japanese officers, who attended
delegates, tried surveying the routes from the coast to Seoul.

After the Korean Soldiers’ Riot in 1882, Korea met Japanese
request to permit diplomatic personnel traveling in inland areas. Japanese
army officers surveyed as diplomats the main routes of Korea, measuring
distance by pacing and finding azimuth with compass. The results of the
survey were compiled into 1:200,000 maps covering whole area of Korea
up to 1894, when the Sino-Japanese War was started.

keywords: Japanese military, Korea, geographic information, map, survey





