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SUMMARY

A Study of ODA Sakunosuke’s “Ninjobanashi”

Masao SarTo

ODA Sakunosuke (1913-1947) was one of the most prominent novelists in
Osaka during 1940s. This paper attempts to analyze ODA’s short novel
‘Ninjobanashi (A 157 ). I would compare this novel with the work which is regarded
as its source. The purpose of this study is to present a new interpretation of
‘Ninjobanashi’ and to clarify a part of ODA’s creative method through this analysis.

In this paper, I have first divided the ‘Ninjobanashi’ into four parts. Further, I
have argued that one of the essays of ‘Ear Bag ( H 4¥)’, a zuihitsu (Collection of
essays) by NEGISHI Morinobu (1737-1815), of the Edo period, was used for the
climax part of the novel. By the order of his master, a servant who was entrusted
with a large amount of money, tried to flee far away along with that money. But he
turned back halfway. The man apologized to his master and asked for his own
dismissal. The master, on the contrary, trusted the man’s honesty. This plot was
used in both ‘Ninjobanashi” and ‘Ear Bag'. The fact that ODA read ‘Ear Bag’ can be
seen from his collection of books in Osaka Prefectural Nakanoshima Library.

Then, how did ODA devise his own way in ‘Ear Bag'?

First of all, in the beginning of the novel, ODA intentionally made the inner
feelings of the honest man difficult for readers to understand. This made the scene
of the man confessing his inner feelings more shocking.

Secondly, ODA changed the story of Edo of the Edo period into Osaka of the
Showa period. Accordingly, he made the contents of the novel familiar to the
newspaper's readers (This novel was published in a newspaper published from Osaka).

The original title of this novel was “Fine Story (3%7#%)". The plots; protagonist
working diligently for more than 30 years, the act of committing a crime but
refraining from it and confessing the crime prove the sincerity of the man. These
seemed suitable under the title “Fine Story” during the war.

In addition, ODA added an anecdote at the end of his novel that the man
became much closer with his wife. According to this conclusion, the post war title

of the novel was rightly called ‘Ninjobanashi'.





