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SUMMARY

On Huang Zunxian's “Song of a Surrendering General”

Thom van Dam

This paper takes an in-depth look at Huang Zunxian's (1848-1905) poem
“Song of a Surrendering General”, which he wrote about Ding Ruchang, Admiral
of the Beiyang Fleet during the First Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895. After Ding
surrendered his forces to the Japanese after the battle of Weihaiwei in February
1895, he decided to commit suicide by ingesting opium. Huang's poem is set after
his surrender and suicide and is divided into two parts, Ding’s letter of surrender
and a subsequent lamentation. This work is part of a series of poems which Huang
wrote about the Sino-Japanese War. In these works he straddles the divide between
mourning the loss of the war for his native country and satirizing the failures of his
government, the army and some of its prominent actors. Huang’s poem on Ding
Ruchang at first glance seems to escape the scathing criticism and poignant satire
in some of his other works, but despite the overall mournful tone of the poem,
certain elements of the poem also betray bitter criticism of admiral Ding’s tragic
end.





