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SUMMARY

Wind God and Thunder God by Tawaraya Sotatsu:
A Painting of Gods of Rain

Mutsumi KapowAKI

This paper speculates that Wind God and Thunder God (Kennin-ji Temple,
Kyoto) by Tawaraya Sotatsu (active early 1600s) was produced in association with
rainmaking.

First, 1 reexamine the genealogy of wind god and thunder god images.
Previous studies have identified the paintings that Sotatsu referenced, but there are
other important works that have not been considered in relation to the Sotatsu
screens. Those works clearly show that the wind god and the thunder god have the
same character as dragons or dragon gods. It can be inferred that the visual
representation of dragons in these works also influenced the figures of the wind
god and the thunder god of Sotatsu’s screens. Second, | discuss Sotatsu’s depiction
of dragons in Dragons and Clouds (Freer Gallery of Arts) and his other depiction
of the thunder god in Thunder God (Cleveland Museum of Art). Together, Wind
God and Thunder God, Dragons and Clouds and Thunder God show that dragons
and the thunder god were both associated with the power to control rain. In
addition, the similarity of their poses and compositions likely owes to the fact that
they were perceived to share this ability. Third, | consider the reason why Sotatsu
painted the wind and thunder gods of rain. Documents confirms that Emperor
Gomizuno’'o, who was Sotatsu’s most influential patron, frequently sponsored
prayers for rain and cessation of rain. This raises the possibility that Wind God and
Thunder God was used in such rituals. Fourth, Sotatsu’s painting Bugaku Dancers
(Daigoji Temple) is also related to rain. The circumstances of its production have
been elucidated by recent studies that have indicated that Seiryt Shrine was a site
of rainmaking rituals at Daigoji, during which Bugaku was performed.
Furthermore, it can be pointed out that two of the five performances depicted in
the screens had been performed as part of prayers for rain since ancient times.
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