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SUMMARY

Photography and the Evolution of “Arts et Métiers Graphique”
in 1920s France:
The Establishment of Studio Deberny et Peignot (1929)

Yusuke IsoTaNt

This paper examines the position of photography within the development of
graphic arts in 1920s France by analyzing the establishment of Studio Deberny et
Peignot. This studio for publicity shots was founded in 1929 by Charles Peignot, the
artistic director of France’s largest manufacture of typefaces, Deberny et Peignot.
Peignot has been recognized as one of the principal promoters of modernist
photography in France between the two World Wars, especially because of the
publication of the seminal graphic art magazine Arts et métiers graphiques. This
bi-monthly periodical functioned as an essential conduit for radical photographic
practices developed outside France. Since Studio Deberny et Peignot was the first
photo-related project led by Peignot, a close analysis of its formation provides an
important insight into the way in which the medium was promoted in the programs
of Arts et métiers graphiques.

This study first clarifies the trajectory of Deberny et Peignot typefoundery and
Arts et métiers graphiques. It then addresses that Peignot’s interest in photography
was brought about by his ambition for modernizing and innovating graphic arts in
France. As French graphic arts were in the state of stagnation, Peignot absorbed the
influence of German avant-garde, in which photography played a vital role as an
essential means for innovating and revolutionizing graphic practices. By clarifying
the rootedness of photography in such a context surrounding graphic arts in the
1920s, this study provides a basic ground to further examine the photography
projects led by Arts et métiers graphiques.





