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SUMMARY

Early Music Performance in Thomas Mann’s Doktor Faustus:
German Early Music Movement until 1940s.

Eri Suciyama

Thomas Mann’s (1875-1955) novel Doktor Faustus (1947) focuses on the life
of composer Adrian Leverkiihn and was written during World War 11. Although
several papers have focused on the problem of the compositions’ technique in those
days, described in the novel, the relation between Doktor Faustus and early music
performance has not been emphasized.

In this paper, quoting several lines from the novel related to the music
performance from Doktor Faustus, the author considers the relation to German early
music movement until the 1940s. In post-war Austria and Germany, the early music
performance was still developing, whereas it was already developed in Switzerland
in the 1930s.

The author discusses Doktor Faustus on music performance as the following
three points:

i) use of restored or replicated versions of the period instruments (viol, oboe d’amore,
praetorius organ);

ii) affinity toward the Wandervogel movement (The author cites the recreational
activities such as singing German folk songs and recorder playing); and

iii) relation to the 20th-century classical music performance (The author focuses on
the case study of musicians of both Schola Cantorum Basiliensis and “The
International Society for Contemporary Music.”





