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SUMMARY

The Transformation of Okinawa Shamanism in Taisho Ward, Osaka City:

Focusing on a Case of Religious Practice Called “Kamigoto”

Saho NoBorio

Okinawan shaman, Yuta has been regarded as an important subject for the field
of folklore studies, and many researchers went to Okinawa to study Yuta. However,
individuals who have brought shamanic practices like Yuta to areas other than
Okinawa have largely been ignored despite there being many Okinawan people who
came to the Japanese mainland or overseas.

In this paper, I focus on narratives by a mother and a daughter. They were born
in Taisho Ward, Osaka City, as the second and the third generation of Osaka-
Okinawan. Both of them are particularly sensitive to the spirit world and do religious
practice called “kamigoto” in Osaka.

However, they are completely different from each other in the attitude to the
tradition. The mother felt compelled to practice “kamigoto” in traditional methods
even though she faced many difficulties in trying to do so. On the other hand, the
daughter devised alternative methods that enabled to practice “kamigoto” more easily
and inexpensively.

When individuals who live in a distant area from Okinawa practice
“kamigoto”, they often face various problems, such as economical burdens and lack
of necessary goods. These problems inevitably affect how “kamigoto” is performed,
but such transformations of this tradition can bring relief to individuals who regard it

as a burden.





