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SUMMARY

Killer Toy Doll Motif in American Horror Films in the 1980s

Misaki MaTsuba

Key Words: horror films, killer doll movies, Child’s Play, the United States in the 1980s

Horror film sub-genres employ various sources of horror to elicit fear from the
spectators. Among the popular sub-genres, the motif of scary dolls has been notably
keeping its popularity and succeeding to be repetitively employed as a source of
horror in films. In order to understand the reason behind its popularity and success,
this essay will explore the killer doll sub-genre and the fear of dolls.

Toy doll in particular is one of the most favored dolls in the sub-genre. Toy
doll is not necessarily a threat to mankind; however, this motif has been feared by
many since the 1980s. To recognize the context of cultural and social background
that led toy doll motif to its birth and pinnacle, this essay will also consider the film
industry at the time and other sub-genres of horror. In addition, the most influential
toy doll horror film Child’s Play (1988) will be analyzed to see how it utilizes the
motif of what appears to be innocent to precipitate horror, and why the motif is still
relevant even in the 2010s.





