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SUMMARY

Phonetic variations of the Japanese ¢« line consonant /¢/ in loan
words: The phenomenon of changing into %« line consonant and
the inflow of the original pronunciation [f]

Takako OHARA

This study aimed to investigate the phonetic variations [¢]h, ¢] [{] of
the ¢a line consonant /¢/ that occur in foreign origin words as seen in
the modern Japanese language. In general, Japanese pronounce /¢/ as
[$], but /$/ has two other phonetic variations: [h, ¢] changed into %« line
consonant, and original pronunciation [f].

The study targeted 41 university students less than 30 years old,
and involved about 17 words. The variables established as language
internal conditions were: (1) the consonant location, (2) following vowel;
and as language external conditions: (3) the speaker’s degree of contact
with English, and (4) the degree of attention to the utterance.

As a result, the following became clear.

[h, ¢] changed into %« line consonant:

- The influence of the phonological environment is great; /¢/changes
more into a ki« line consonant when /¢/ is word internal(between
vowels), and when the following vowel is /-0/.

- The prestige was judged to be low, as it appears most frequently
when the utterance is at the word level than the sentence level.

Original pronunciation [f]:

- [f] was often observed within the group with the highest degree of
contact with English.

- The prestige was judged to be high, as it appears most frequently
when the utterance is at the sentence level than the word level.
However, there were some people who use [$]/[f] appropriately in the
group with a high level of contact with English.

As seen from the above, [f] is adopted not only because of the
influence of English, but also the evasion of the lower prestige [h, c].

F—-T7—F HkEEE, 77 ATE, EAAR MTELHR, EHE ]



