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Linguistic Transfer from Chinese to Japanese through Kanji Cognates:
A Study on Young JHL Speakers in Beijing, Taipei, and Hong Kong
YANASE Chiemi
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BEFREOMK A AGE (JHL) 558 O A AGEESE, B PERE S AAGECTHE L
TWB7, FEETE L IXR R DM ANNETH D, ARITETE W SiE2 %<
SEER SR A, EFEICEET D JHL EEE O T E bl b it gc, T A
EFTHHEREDN D AAGE~DIEBOFEEZA LN 22 L2 B E 35, J0881T,
BT OT T TR HE RN 2 5 3 00T (Abn - Bt - FH) THEML.
BUHIAO N — AR AR RS DY 43 44 DETHH LT X AT DT — 2 % b LTt &
1Totz, ZOFER, B HPREIRFEDIETIZ X - CTHEREN D A AGE~DO S FEMIEE 2
H) = A LDNEFRECHE LTl < 2 L EES A, SHEPTTHE A LT, DR
i, HEREOFHAFE, BEMTO A AGEREOE VN SERESICEETH 2 L
WS NI, DFED ., EFOEWMESAE L CAARGER RO HEE Y T HE
FHE A T = X AT, BEFRE JTHL 5582358 T 2D Th 5,

Abstract
Acquiring Japanese as a heritage language (JHL) in areas where Chinese characters
(Kanji) are in use in society requires a different framework from JHL acquisition that
takes place elsewhere, because Kanji is used in both Chinese and Japanese.
Consequently, this paper aims to examine the linguistic transfer through Kanji cognates
from Chinese to Japanese for young JHL speakers, regarding Kanji as one of the cross-

linguistic resources. The research was conducted in Beijing, Taipei, and Hong Kong, all
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of which use different Chinese character orthographies or have different educational
environments. 43 school children aged 6-8 were given Kanji reading tasks. The results of
the data analysis show the mechanism of transfer through Kanji cognates across the three
cities. Through the comparison, it is also implied that the cognitive development,
Chinese literacy, and difference of the Japanese environment among these three cities
might affect cross-linguistic transfer. To conclude, JHL speakers share a common transfer
mechanism in which they guess the meanings of vocabulary in the daily conversation in
Japanese through the understanding of the semantic concepts in the Chinese characters

across these various locations where Kanji is used in society.
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FETE2ETHD, —FH., PEREOMIKRT [T LITTFRITRRDNERER
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