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Abstract of Thesis

This research addresses the puzzle of why North Korea successfully nuclearized despite decades
of international denuclearization efforts. It forwards the argument that nonproliferation
campaigns may have contributed to increasing nuclear ambitions in Pyongyang rather than
reducing them. This possibility, while paradoxical, is plausible in both theoretical and practical
terms, as suggested in today’s growing nuclear proliferation scholarship. In order to explore this
idea, the research looks at two major players in the international nonproliferation regime — the
United States and the European Union — and analyses how they dealt with North Korea’s nuclear
program in the last thirty years. Specifically, this study develops a pluralist, analytically eclectic
framework for examining nonproliferation policies according to policy components (objectives,
instruments and implementation) and their impacts in terms of proliferation incentives (security,
domestic politics, and norms and identity). It is found that the U.S. and E.U.’s nonproliferation
policies, by virtue of recurrent disengagement, inconsistency in the implementation of their
strategies, and overreliance on coercive instruments, may have contributed to the aggravation of
Pyongyang’s nuclear motivations. This study concludes by forwarding analytical and empirical
contributions for the field of nuclear proliferation studies, as well as policy recommendations for
a better strategy towards the denuclearization of North Korea.
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