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Case Study about Integrating Autistic Children in Regular Classrooms

—Based on Participant-Observation in a Junior Highschool—

Ichiro KANEKO

Integrated Education is an educational method that allows children with disabilities to leam in a
regular classroom with nonhandicaped children. This paper tries to make clear the principles, prac-
tices, and results of integrated education practices based on participant-observation .

From Dec.1994 to Mar.1995, the author observed the present state of integrated education in a
municipal junior high school in Osaka. Particularly, the author tried to focus attention on pracices in
a third grade classroom 2 where an autistc was integrated. It is generally believed that autistc children
have difficulty keeping up with regular classworks. When a regular school decides to admit autistic
children, it has to address the reasons, methods, and purposes of admitting them.

In this paper,the author tries to consider the annotation of the reasons, methods, and practices as a
form of tale on which [teachers],[children with disabilities],and [fellows] apear as major characters.
According to the analysis, the junior high school is able to tell the tale successfully. However, this
success could only be attained in a limited space like this junior high school. It is not certain whether
the tale can be effectively told in a space where the interactive and supportive relationship among the

[teachers],{children with disabilities],and [fellows] has not been established.



