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How to evaluafé Japanese music
Masaaki UENO

How to evaluate Japanese music is one of the most difficult problems in the study
of Japanese music. To begin with it is not easy to define Japanese music and moreover
Japanése music is so different from Western art music that Western aesthetic thinking
does not apply to Japanese music.

This paper deals with the history of thié problem. First of all, I examine the works
of Hisao Tanabe and Kiyosuke Kanetsune, which were published from the late Meiji pe-
riod (1868-1912) to the Taisho period (1912-1926). They were pioneers of Japanese mu-
~ sic study and tried to evaluate Japanese music through a psychological approach. Due'to
nationalistic influences, the first half of the Showa period (1926-1989) saw a keen inter-
est in Japanese music. The Japaneseness of Japanese music became the immediate con-
cern and a lot of papers and books were published. Secondly, I discuss the aesthetical
approach to this issue adopted by Katsumi Sunaga and the acoustic approach adopted .
by Juichi Obata ‘and’ Ryusaburo Taguchi. Finally, I investigate “Nihonongaku no seishin”
(The spirit of Japanese music) by Tanabe and “Nihonongaku no Seikaku” (The character
of Japanese music) written by Eishi Kikkawa. They tried to discern Japanese thinking

in Japanese music.






