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Curriculum Design for Japanese Language Class
to Support Reading Literacy

WAKITA Riko

The curriculum design of Japanese language courses that support reading literacy,
with the purpose of assisting Japanese language learners in the humanities to become
mature readers, will be examined in this study. The significance of reading will be
discussed among learners during the first class. Thereafter, the notion of utilitarian
reading theory will be presented and the significance thereof reconsidered. In relation
to the development of skills, the elements of reading skills will be extracted by dividing
them into preparation for lowering the reading barrier, before reading, during reading, and
after reading. Subsequently, these elements will be reflected in the content comprehension
questions, reading notes, and post-reading output.

For the reading education to be undertaken in the first semester of the first year, a
syllabus of three books to be read in six months was proposed. Two of the three books
deal with reading theory and the other is on the Japanese language. In addition, the
introduction of reading activities in Learning Through Discussion (LTD) as an in-class
activity has the advantage that students will recognize their own reading and that of their
peers and, subsequently, view reading activities as enjoyable. Therefore, pre-reading
assignments are important. The teacher should create pre-reading, during-reading, and
post-reading assignments in relation to the reading process. For each book they read, they
are expected to write a book review and complete a reading marathon card and reading
map as their output.

The evaluation of reading literacy is an issue that needs to be addressed in the future.
In relation to the evaluation of the class, grades are given based on the submission of
preparatory assignments and output book reviews. It is acknowledged that it appears to be
a little different from the evaluation of learners’ reading literacy. However, [ would like to

examine the evaluation of reading literacy in a future study.



