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Predicate Forms Unlikely to Occur in Adnominal Clauses

KOGAME Takuya

This paper aims to examine whether Mihara’s (1995) claims are supported from a
quantitative viewpoint and to study why it is difficult for forms such as -kamoshirenai,
-nichigainai, -rashii and -darou to occur within adnominal form clauses.

Mihara (1995) indicated that, even among the forms conventionally said to occur
easily in adnominal form clauses, some of them result in unnatural expressions when used
in the clauses.

Using the BCCWJ, this research endeavors to assess quantitatively whether his
analysis is valid. I believe that Mihara’s(1995) results are partially unsupported, from the
following results of the investigation: (i)the low frequency of the use of -kamoshirenai
and -nichigainai —the forms that according to Mihara occur without issue in attributive
clauses—observed in actual usage and (ii)the lower asage frequency of the attributive
usage of -kamoshirenai and -nichigainai compared with that of -rashii.

From the investigation results above, the research paper presents the following
hypothesis: “More grammaticalized predicate forms which express conjectural judgment
exhibit higher difficulty of use in attributive clauses.” With this hypothesis as the basis, I
explain that -kamoshirenai, -nichigainai, -rashii and -darou hardly appear in attributive
clauses because these forms have been highly grammaticalized as expressing a speech
act’s meaning of “conjecture”. On the other hand, examples of this usage do exist—albeit

in small numbers—because these forms still retain its property as a content word.



