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Flows in nanofluidic systems are controlled by the hydrodynamic boundary condition
(BC), involving the friction coefficient and the hydrodynamic wall position. Here we
considered a liquid nanoslab confined between two walls, where we derived, from the
Stokes equation and the Navier slip BC, analytical expressions for the liquid response to
an oscillatory tangential motion of the walls in terms of the wall shear stress and mean
fluid velocity. By fitting these expressions to molecular dynamics simulation results, we
could extract both the viscoelastic friction coefficient and hydrodynamic wall position for
walls with three different wettabilities, hence fully characterizing the frequency-dependent
hydrodynamic boundary condition. The proposed method could be applied to a variety
of liquid-solid interfaces of interest, e.g., for flows of complex fluids or fluids at a low
temperature. It should also support methodological developments on the characterization
of the hydrodynamic slip in general.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevFluids.4.114201

I. INTRODUCTION

In order to solve the continuum equations of motion for a fluid in the presence of walls, one has
to specify a hydrodynamic boundary condition (BC) on the wall. Based on the continuity of stress
at the fluid-solid interface, Navier [1] proposed that the viscous shear stress in the fluid at the wall
surface, η ∂u/∂z (with η the shear viscosity, z the normal to the interface, and u the velocity parallel
to the interface), is equal to an interfacial friction per unit wall area τ . He assumed a fluidlike
friction, where τ is proportional to the slip velocity us (i.e., the jump of parallel velocity across
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the interface): τ = λus, defining the fluid-solid friction coefficient (FC) λ. The Navier BC involves
two free parameters, the FC λ and the hydrodynamic position of the wall surface, zs, where the
BC applies [2], i.e., where the slip velocity and wall shear rate are defined. This position differs in
general from the physical position of the wall surface [3–7]. The Navier BC is often rewritten as a
kinematic relation on the velocity field, and referred to as the partial slip BC: us = b(∂u/∂z)|z=zs ,
where b = η/λ is the so-called slip length.

Experimental tests of the hydrodynamic BC at the time of Navier could not detect any slip, and
the no-slip BC has since been used quite successfully to describe macroscopic flows [8,9]. In the
past decades, the fast development of micro- and nanofluidics [10–13] has pushed the community
to reconsider the no-slip BC. Both experimental and theoretical studies have shown that liquids can
slip on solid surfaces and the slip is well described by the Navier BC [2]. It is of critical importance
to understand and optimize liquid-solid slip, which can enhance dramatically the performance of
micro- and nanofluidic systems [14–17]. Accordingly, the hydrodynamic BC has been an active field
of research during the past decades, both on the experimental side [18–21] and on the modeling side
[3,4,6,22–33], where molecular dynamics (MD) simulation proved to be a powerful tool. However,
determining both λ and zs that make up the Navier BC is delicate even in a MD simulation, and
it is a common practice to assume that zs lies at some prescribed distance from the wall surface
[32] or coincides with the position of the wall surface [23–25] and only the friction coefficient (or
equivalently the slip length) is measured. Few groups have attempted the complete determination
of the Navier BC so far: for instance, Bocquet and Barrat [3] reported the gap � between the wall
surface and the hydrodynamic wall surface (hydrodynamic boundary) was 1.3σ by a Green-Kubo-
type formula and 1.6σ as a fit parameter to reproduce the measured autocorrelation function of the
fluctuating liquid velocity confined between two walls, where σ is the liquid molecular diameter;
Chen et al. [4] measured � between 2.2 and 2.5σ from an analysis of the equilibrium hydrodynamic
fluctuations; and recently Herrero et al. [34] measured � varying between 0.6 and 1.1σ depending
on the wall wettability from the analysis of the wall shear stress in Poiseuille flow simulations.
Camargo et al. [6] proposed an alternative derivation of the Navier BC without resorting to the
linear response theory, including the definition of �.

About the liquid-solid FC λ, it has generally been assumed to exhibit a pure viscous behavior
following Navier’s initial assumption. Recently, however, Cross et al. [5] emphasized that fluids are
in general viscoelastic [35], and that in the Navier BC both the shear viscosity and the FC can be
complex quantities. Using a dynamic surface force apparatus, they characterized the response of
a viscoelastic aqueous solution of polymers periodically squeezed between a sphere and a plane.
They showed that the shear viscosity indeed displayed a viscoelastic behavior, but they could not
detect any elastic component in the interfacial friction. They discussed that the simple Newtonian-
like FC reflected the dynamics of an interfacial depletion layer made of pure water, and suggested
that it would be interesting to perform experiments on interfaces designed to exhibit viscoelastic
friction. There have also been experimental works on the interfacial rheology by means of quartz
crystal microbalance (QCM) [10,36–38], where the bulk viscoelasticity of the liquid film and the
Newtonian-like slip on the wall surface were assumed to model the measured shift of the resonance
frequency of the crystal. On the numerical side, Huang and Szlufarska [27] calculated the frequency
dependence of the complex FC through a frequency analysis of the fluctuating friction force on a
model Lennard-Jones (LJ) fluid by means of equilibrium MD simulation. Priezjev [39] investigated
the Newtonian-like FC of a LJ liquid in slowly oscillating Couette flows by nonequilibrium MD
simulation and analyzed the connection between the FC and the static structure factor of the first
liquid adsorption layer under the unsteady motion.

In the present study, we show that by combining continuum mechanics and nonequilibrium
MD simulation, the hydrodynamic boundary condition can be fully characterized, where both
the complex FC and the hydrodynamic boundary position were identified. For the system to
be investigated, we chose a generic LJ liquid confined between parallel walls and analyzed the
frequency response of the liquid to the tangentially oscillating motion of the walls.
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FIG. 1. Schematic of the considered system. The positions of the liquid molecules (light blue) and the solid
atoms that compose the walls (orange) were taken from a snapshot of an MD simulation result described in
Sec. III. The domain boundaries normal to the x and y axes are connected with the periodic BC and therefore
the effective liquid velocity is only a function of z and t .

II. THEORY

In the present study, we attempt to identify the BC imposed by the wall on the bulk liquid motion
in nanometric systems, where the slip length cannot be neglected. Figure 1 shows the schematic
and the coordinates of the system considered in the present study. A liquid is confined between two
parallel solid walls that translate together in the wall-tangential x direction with a time-dependent
velocity Uw(t ). In general, the wall surface is different from the hydrodynamic boundary, due to
the inhomogeneous liquid density distribution in the atomic vicinity of the wall. We define the
hydrodynamic wall positions as z = 0 and h. Because the Reynolds number is low in the flows
investigated in the present study, we suppose that the motion of the liquid in the bulk region follows
the Stokes equation

∂u(z, t )

∂t
= η

ρ

∂2u(z, t )

∂z2
(1)

under the Navier BC defined on the hydrodynamic boundaries

η
∂u(z, t )

∂z

∣∣∣∣
z=0

=
∫ t

0
λ(t − t ′)[u(0, t ′) − Uw(t ′)]dt ′ ≡ τw

η
∂u(z, t )

∂z

∣∣∣∣
z=h

=
∫ t

0
λ(t − t ′)[Uw(t ′) − u(h, t ′)]dt ′ = −τw, (2)

where u, t , ρ, η, λ, and τw denote the liquid velocity in the x direction, the time, the bulk liquid
density, the bulk liquid viscosity, the frequency-dependent liquid-solid FC, and the wall shear stress,
respectively. Note that the velocity u is the effective liquid velocity that describes the bulk liquid
motion and in the close vicinity of the wall u may deviate from a locally measured liquid velocity.
To model the viscoelastic FC, we write the frequency dependence of λ as

λ̃(ω) = λ0

1 + iωtλ
, (3)
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where ω is the angular frequency and the tilde denotes that the variable is Fourier-Laplace
transformed. Equation (3) is an analog to the Maxwell model of viscosity with a relaxation time
tλ. The friction kernel λ̃ has the following asymptotic behaviors: λ̃ � λ0 when ωtλ � 1 while
λ̃ � λ0/(iωtλ) when ωtλ � 1. This latter behavior is consistent with the principle of causality
which implies that λ(t ) is a step function near t = 0. In principle, the liquid viscosity η can also
be frequency dependent in a similar way, but as we see and discuss in Sec. IV A, the present system
is well described by a frequency-independent Newtonian viscosity. We assume that the Navier BC,
given by Eqs. (2) and (3) with constants λ0, tλ, and h, is valid for the whole frequency range, which
is further addressed in the Appendix.

From the solution of Eqs. (1) and (2), the response function of the wall shear stress τw to the wall
velocity Uw, Z̃τ ≡ −τ̃w/Ũw, is obtained:

Z̃τ = λ̃
−b̃ ζ (1 − cosh(ζh)) + b̃

2
ζ 2 sinh(ζh)

2 b̃ ζ cosh(ζh) + (b̃
2
ζ 2 + 1) sinh(ζh)

with ζ =
√

iρω/η, (4)

where b̃ (≡ η/λ̃) is the complex slip length. Because Z̃τ is directly measurable, we can obtain the
unknown quantities λ0, tλ, and h as the fitting parameters to the measured results. In addition to
Eq. (4), we can write the response function of the mean velocity u (= (1/h)

∫ h
0 u(z, t )dz) to the wall

velocity Uw, Z̃u ≡ ũ/Ũw, as

Z̃u = 2

ζh

cosh(ζh) + b̃ ζ sinh(ζh) − 1

2 b̃ ζ cosh(ζh) + (b̃
2
ζ 2 + 1) sinh(ζh)

with ζ =
√

iρω/η, (5)

which is useful to see the frequency-dependent flow rate of the system. The shear stress and velocity
response have the following asymptotic behaviors: Z̃τ � ηhζ 2/2 = iρhω/2 and Z̃u � 1 when
ωtλ � 1 and Z̃τ � λ̃ and Z̃u � 2/(b̃hζ 2) when ωtλ � 1, where λ̃ � λ0/(iωtλ) and b̃ � iωηtλ/λ0.

III. MOLECULAR DYNAMICS SIMULATIONS

To measure the response of the wall shear stress to the wall velocity Z̃τ , we performed
nonequilibrium MD simulations. As schematically shown in Fig. 1, the investigated system was
a LJ liquid confined between two parallel nonpolar walls. We considered 6400 molecules for
the liquid and 8192 atoms for the walls. All the quantities in the present study are shown in LJ
reduced units based on the liquid molecular mass m f and two parameters σ f f and ε f f for the
LJ potential �LJ(ri j ) = 4ε[(σ/ri j )12 − (σ/ri j )6] between the liquid molecules, where ri j was the
distance between molecules i and j. We added a quadratic function to �LJ so that �LJ(ri j ) and
�′

LJ(ri j ) smoothly vanished at the cutoff distance ri j = 3.50. Each solid wall consisted of eight
layers of atoms in the (001) plane of a fcc crystal with a lattice constant of 1.15; therefore, the
wall surface was atomically smooth. The interaction between the wall atoms was described by
the harmonic potential between the nearest neighbors �H(ri j ) = k(ri j − r0)2/2 with k = 3.24×103

and r0 = 0.815. For the liquid-solid interaction, the LJ potential was adopted. To investigate three
different wall wettabilities to the liquid, three different ε f w were used while σ f w = 1.01 was kept
constant as shown in Fig. 2. Wall C was perfectly wetted by the liquid and wall A was the least
wetted by the liquid, where an equilibrium liquid droplet formed a contact angle of 140◦ under the
same temperature as the present study.

The equation of motion for each atom was integrated by means of the velocity Verlet algorithm
with a time step of 2.33×10−3. The temperature of the system was controlled at 0.827 by
applying a Langevin thermostat to the solid atoms in the second outermost layer of each wall. The
thermostatting layer was placed far enough from the liquid so that the thermostatted wall atoms did
not directly interact with the liquid molecules. We limited the temperature control to the velocities
of the thermostatted wall atoms in the x-y plane to avoid the fluctuation in the system pressure as a
possible side effect [40]. The height of the channel, H , was determined before the main calculation
so that the system pressure was 0.094 and the bulk density ρ was 0.76: a channel with a different
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FIG. 2. Left: Distribution of the local liquid density ρ ′ near the three walls investigated in the present study.
The origin of the coordinate z′ is on the innermost (001) plane of the left fcc crystal depicted in Fig. 1. Right:
The parameters for the liquid-solid interaction potential and the channel height for each wall.

wall type had a different channel height as shown in the table of Fig. 2. The bulk shear viscosity η

and the kinematic viscosity η/ρ of the liquid were 1.66 and 2.18, respectively. We confirmed that
there was no system size effect by comparing the present results to the simulation results with 3840
liquid molecules with the confining walls being unchanged.

We measured the wall shear stress τw under the prescribed wall velocity Uw(t ) = U0 sin(ωt )
with U0 = 0.063 and various angular frequencies ω. Doubling U0 did not affect the results and
therefore the system was assumed to be in the linear response regime. To perform a Fourier-Laplace
transform of a time-dependent quantity g(t ) measured in our numerical experiments, we truncated
g(t ) at a finite time T , and

W (t )g(t ) with W (t ) =
{

1 (0 � t � T )

0 (t > T )
(6)

was considered to be the integrand of the Fourier-Laplace transform, where T = nπ/ω with
an integer n was chosen to ensure the mutual orthogonality of the base functions. The upper
time limit T was about 7×104 in the present study. By virtue of Eq. (4), we obtained the
three unknown parameters to describe the system, namely, λ0, tλ, and h to achieve the least
square to

∑
ω[Z̃τ (ω; λ0, h, tλ) + τ̃w/Ũw]2. The nonlinear least-squares problem was solved by the

Levenberg-Marquardt method. The liquid viscosity η, which was treated as a constant, was obtained
independently in a Couette flow MD simulation under identical temperature and pressure as the
present study, as the ratio between the shear stress and the bulk shear rate.

For all results in the present study we show the statistical uncertainties although in some
figures the error bars are indiscernibly small. For simple time-averaged quantities, we show the
95% confidence interval of the average that we calculated from the independent samples extracted
from the time-series data, unless otherwise stated. To estimate the statistical uncertainties of the
parameters for the least-squares fits, we adopted the method described by Berendsen [41] involving
the inverse of the data error matrix.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

A. Identification of the hydrodynamic boundary condition

As described in Sec. III, the frequency-dependent FC and the position of the hydrodynamic
boundary were identified as the parameters to give the best fit to the response function of the wall
shear stress to the wall velocity obtained by the MD simulations: the solid lines in the left panel of
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FIG. 3. Response functions for walls A, B, and C. Symbols show results obtained by MD simulations
(left, −τ̃w/Ũw; right, ũ/Ũw) and black solid and dotted lines show the fitting curves to the MD results (left,
Z̃τ ; right, Z̃u). The vertical gray lines indicate the boundaries between frequency regimes classified based on
the comparison of the penetration length 2

√
πη/(ρω) to the characteristic lengths in the system. Predictions

assuming the no-slip boundary condition are shown with dark gray lines for comparison. The error bars, which
are smaller than the symbols, show the 95% confidence interval estimated from seven independent simulation
runs. One simulation run was made of 4 oscillation cycles for the lowest frequency and 3×105 cycles for the
highest frequency.

Fig. 3 show the result of the fit and Table I summarizes the parameters to construct the fit. The period
of the fastest wall oscillation in the present study was three times larger than the decorrelation times
of the solid-liquid and liquid-liquid forces, which were 0.08 and 0.07, respectively. The error bars
in Fig. 3 show the 95% confidence interval estimated from seven independent simulation runs. One
simulation run was made of 4 oscillation cycles for the lowest frequency and 3×105 cycles for the
highest frequency. The data error matrix to estimate the statistical uncertainties shown in Table I was
built from the measurement uncertainties in the frequency response of the wall shear stress shown
in the left panel of Fig. 3.

We see that the fit based on Eq. (4) with the frequency-dependent viscoelastic FC, Eq. (3), is
excellent over the whole range of frequency regardless of the liquid wettability to the wall. It is
interesting to observe that in the zero-frequency limit the wall shear stress response Z̃τ asymptotes to
zero and the mean velocity response Z̃u asymptotes to 1, which is in accordance with the asymptotic

TABLE I. Three parameters to form the Navier BC on the hydrodynamic boundary, which was obtained to
give the best fit in the left panel of Fig. 3.

Wall type λ0 tλ �

A 0.0470 ± 0.0001 0.067 ± 0.001 1.02 ± 0.06
B 0.1492 ± 0.0003 0.077 ± 0.001 0.73 ± 0.04
C 0.311 ± 0.001 0.0894 ± 0.0004 0.90 ± 0.03
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behaviors derived in Sec. II. It is because the boundary layer is fully developed and there is no
friction between the liquid and the wall in this limit. The zero-frequency component of the FC
λ0 increased when the wall wettability was increased, following a general tendency rationalized
previously [23]. The relaxation time tλ of the FC was slightly larger for larger wettability between
liquid and solid. The gap between the wall surface and the hydrodynamic boundary was calculated
as � = (H − h)/2. The small variations in � (<0.3) observed among the different wall types did
not show a consistent dependence on the wall wettability and can also be frequency dependent (see
the Appendix). The positions of the hydrodynamic boundary were all in the first adsorption layer:
fixing � = 1.00 did not bring significant changes in the other two fit parameters but it made the
error in the fit larger than the present three-parameter fit. The measured values of � were somewhat
smaller than those reported by Bocquet and Barrat [3] and about half of those reported by Chen et al.
[4], but the direct comparison is not possible because of the difference in the system, especially in
the liquid-solid interaction potential. There is also a subtle conceptual difference between the present
study and the studies by Bocquet and Barrat [3] and Chen et al. [4]: they assumed the velocity on
the hydrodynamic boundary was the averaged liquid velocity on that location, but we considered
the liquid velocity on the hydrodynamic boundary was the effective velocity that gave the wall shear
stress through the Navier BC, Eq. (2). The right panel of Fig. 3 shows the response function of the
mean velocity to the wall velocity, where we compare the MD simulation results and the analytical
solution, Eq. (5), with the parameters shown in Table I. We see that Eq. (5), which was derived
from the Stokes equation with the Navier slip BC, describes well the MD simulation results over
the whole frequency range.

We can classify the investigated wall frequency range into three regimes according to the
magnitude of the penetration length 2

√
πη/(ρω) in comparison to the characteristic lengths in

the system. These characteristic lengths l are H + 2b0 − 2� with b0 ≡ η/λ0, which is the effective
channel height; b0, which is the slip length; and σ , which is the height of the first adsorption layer
from the wall surface, and they define the boundaries between the frequency regimes shown as
vertical gray lines in Fig. 3 from left to right by solving l = 2

√
πη/(ρω) for ω. In regime I the

flow in the channel can be considered close to uniform and in regime III the flow in the channel can
be neglected. Regime II represents the flow regime between the two regimes I and III. These flow
characteristics of each regime can be observed in the velocity profiles shown in Fig. 4.

In the high-frequency range, such as ω > 1, the elastic component of the liquid-solid friction
was important according to the value of tλ while the magnitude of the friction was still significant.
In this high-frequency range, which belongs to regime III, there was almost no mean flow in the
channel and thus the effect of the bulk shear viscosity on the interfacial behavior of the system was
negligible. It justifies to neglect the elastic component of the bulk shear viscosity in the present
study, considering that the Maxwell relaxation time of the bulk shear viscosity [42,43] is at most
comparable to tλ. The frequency range ω > 1 corresponds to the gigahertz range for a simple liquid
(for argon ω = 1 means 74.4 GHz), which can be reached by a recent nanoultrasonic measurement
technique [44] to probe the interfacial rheology.

The two panels of Fig. 3 illustrate the difficulty to obtain the liquid-solid FC through the
evaluation of the Green-Kubo integral of the friction force autocorrelation function [3,45] given
by equilibrium MD simulations. In the evaluation of the Green-Kubo integral in systems of finite
size, it is often assumed that the mass of the fluid involved in the liquid-solid friction is a finite
constant [46–48], but the present results show that it is actually frequency dependent.

In Fig. 3, for comparison, the predictions assuming no slip on the hydrodynamic boundaries are
shown with dark gray lines, where the response functions can be written respectively as

Z̃no-slip
τ = ηζ (cosh(ζh) − 1)

sinh(ζh)
(7)

and

Z̃no-slip
u = 2(cosh(ζh) − 1)

ζh sinh(ζh)
, (8)
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FIG. 4. Velocity and temperature distributions in the channel (wall C) for three wall oscillation frequencies
ω that belong to regimes I, II, and III, respectively. The velocity distributions (symbols) and the wall velocities
(dotted lines) at four phases (θ = π/2, 9π/10, 11π/10, and 3π/2) are shown. The temperature was almost
uniform in the channel and well controlled around the target temperature. The data were averaged over 100,
600, and 30000 oscillation cycles for ω = 0.0090, 0.054, and 2.7, respectively, which was the same condition
to obtain the corresponding data plots in Fig. 3. Most of the error bars are smaller than the symbols.

both with ζ = √
iρω/η. The no-slip boundary condition clearly fails to predict the flow in the

present systems, although it shows better agreement with the MD simulation results for the more
wettable walls as expected.

B. Application of the hydrodynamic boundary condition

In Sec. IV A we identified the hydrodynamic BC to describe the bulk motion of the liquid. In this
section we see if the BC works for the two most fundamental flow problems, a Couette flow, which
is wall driven, and a Poiseuille flow, which is pressure driven. These flows are steady flows and
therefore we only consider the zero-frequency component of the FC λ0 here. According to Priezjev
[39], the identical λ0 can be employed for oscillatory and steady shear flows.

Figure 5 compares the liquid velocity distributions given by the continuum predictions and MD
simulation results. In the MD simulations, each local liquid velocity was obtained as the average in

FIG. 5. Comparison of the velocity profiles given by the Stokes equation with the Navier BC (solid lines)
and by the MD simulations (symbols). The origin of the z axis is on the centerline of the channel and the
dotted lines show the position of the hydrodynamic boundary for each wall. The error bars are smaller than the
symbols.

114201-8
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FIG. 6. The velocity profile of pressure-driven flows confined between walls A (left panel) and C (right
panel), given by the Stokes equation and the Navier BC (solid lines) and by the MD simulation (symbols). The
configurations are the same as in Fig. 5. The error bars are smaller than the symbols.

a bin with a height of 1, where the same liquid and wall as in Sec. IV A were used and so was the
temperature and pressure control of the system. The origin of the z axis was set on the centerline of
the channel and the position of the hydrodynamic boundary was therefore z = ±h/2. The left panel
of the figure shows results for the Couette flow problem, where the top and bottom walls translated
with a constant velocity Uw and −Uw, respectively. The predicted liquid velocity is written as

u(z) = 2z

h + 2b0
Uw, (9)

where b0 is the slip length η/λ0. For all wall cases, the bulk liquid velocity was well predicted
by the present hydrodynamic BC. For the least wettable wall case, the velocity profile showed a
small deviation from the linear profile in the first adsorption layer, which can be attributed to the
local viscosity variation [49,50]. The right panel of the figure shows results for the Poiseuille flow
problem. The predicted liquid velocity is written as

u(z) = ρ f

2η

(
h2

4
+ hb − z2

)
, (10)

where an acceleration f per unit mass of the bulk liquid is assumed. In the MD simulation, the
external force per liquid molecule F was given by F = ρ f LxLyh/N , where Lx and Ly denote the
domain sizes in x and y directions and N is the number of liquid molecules [51]. For walls B and
C, the liquid velocity in the bulk region was well predicted with the present BC. Only for wall A,
i.e., the least wettable wall, did the MD simulation results deviate from the continuum predictions
when we imposed stronger acceleration as shown in Fig. 6. The figure shows that the FC on the least
wettable wall becomes nonlinear for the slip velocity where the FC on the other walls stays in the
linear response regime. The figure also shows that the FC becomes larger in the nonlinear regime,
which was also found by Alizadeh Pahlavan and Freund [52] for a similar system as the present one,
without direct thermostatting of the liquid.

V. CONCLUSION

In this article, we derived analytically the frequency-dependent response of a nanofluidic slab to
parallel oscillations of the confining walls as a solution of the Stokes equation with the Navier slip
BC. Specifically, we derived two response functions quantifying the wall shear stress and the mean
liquid velocity versus the wall velocity. The response functions were expressed as a function with
the parameters characterizing the hydrodynamic boundary condition at the walls. A viscoelastic
friction was considered, quantified by the zero-frequency friction coefficient λ0, the viscoelastic
relaxation time tλ, and the effective hydrodynamic height of the slab, h.

114201-9
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We then performed MD simulations of a generic LJ liquid confined between parallel non-
polar walls of three different wettabilities, and measured the nonequilibrium liquid response to
oscillations of the walls at different frequencies. The analytical formulas for the shear stress and
mean velocity responses constructed excellent fitting curves to the simulation results for the three
wall wettabilities we considered. From the fitting, we could extract λ0, tλ, and h, hence fully
characterizing the frequency-dependent hydrodynamic boundary condition at the walls.

We found that the zero-frequency FC increased with increasing wall wettability, which was
rationalized previously in the literature. We quantified the viscoelastic relaxation time for the
liquid-solid interface, which increased weakly with wettability, and was on the order of the Maxwell
relaxation time for the shear viscosity of a bulk LJ liquid reported in the literature. Importantly, we
characterized the hydrodynamic position of the wall surface, which has been little explored in the
literature. We found that it lies at a distance within one liquid molecular diameter inside the liquid
from the wall surface. The position varied slightly and inconsistently with the wall wettability and
can also be frequency dependent (see the Appendix). The oscillating-wall simulations have also
shown that the system’s response is only significant in a given frequency range, which can help in
understanding and refining equilibrium measurements of interfacial friction using the Green-Kubo
formalism. We also hope that the present analysis is useful in the development of the theoretical
models that the measurements such as QCM rely on, especially in nanoconfined environments.

Finally, we confirmed that the hydrodynamic BC measured via the oscillating-wall method
predicted accurately both Couette and Poiseuille flows in the same slab geometry, in the linear
response regime. Overall the oscillating-wall method can be used to characterize extensively the
hydrodynamic boundary condition as it provides information on the viscoelastic friction coefficient
λ, the hydrodynamic wall surface position zs, and their frequency dependencies. We emphasize that
the knowledge of both λ and zs is required to fully quantify the hydrodynamic BC, and to predict
flows in nanochannels. We hope the proposed method will be useful to characterize more complex
liquid-solid interfaces of interest under a variety of thermodynamic conditions, in particular for
flows of complex fluids or fluids at a low temperature. Information on the viscoelastic interfacial
behavior should also be useful for methodological developments related to the characterization of
the liquid-solid slip.
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APPENDIX: FREQUENCY DEPENDENCE OF THE HYDRODYNAMIC BOUNDARY

In the present study, we assumed that the coefficient λ0 in the liquid-solid FC (called the zero-
frequency component of the FC) and the position of the hydrodynamic boundary � (equivalently the
hydrodynamic height of the system, h) are independent of the oscillating wall frequency. Here we
show how the frequency range used to fit the curves in the left panel of Fig. 3 affects the estimation
of λ0 and h.

Since we know the relaxation time tλ of the FC from the observations in Sec. IV A, we can
estimate the frequency ω below which the elastic component of the FC is negligible. For ω � 0.54,
the elastic contribution to the magnitude of the complex FC should be less than 5% for all wall types
investigated in the present study. Figure 7 shows how the two fitting parameters λ0 and h (converted
to � by � = (H − h)/2) depend on the number of data points nω below ω = 0.54 to construct the
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FIG. 7. Dependence of the fit parameters in Eq. (4), the zero-frequency component of the FC λ0, and the
hydrodynamic system height shown in terms of �, on the frequency range below 0.54 to construct the fit. The
table shows the fit parameters when the number of data points nω = 20, which corresponds to the frequency
range 0 < ω � 0.54.

least-squares fit to the data −τ̃w/Ũw. While λ0 seems well converged with nω = 20 for all walls,
the convergence of � is not reached for wall C. In fact, the value of � obtained here for wall C is
much smaller than the value obtained to fit the data over the whole frequency range up to ω = 27
(Table I), which indicates that the position of the hydrodynamic boundary is frequency dependent
and might explain the small discrepancy between the analytical prediction and the MD simulation
result for wall C in Fig. 3. Figure 7 also tells that the value of � in the pure viscous regime is
smaller for a wall with larger wettability. It is reminiscent of the recent work by Herrero et al. [34],
which theoretically demonstrated this � dependence on the wall wettability for a steady channel
flow driven by a gravitational acceleration.
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