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Miyazawa Kenji and the Rasuchijin Society

—On the forces which drove him to this activity—

Giulio Antonio BERTELLI

The writer and poet Miyazawa Kenji (1896-1933) took a sudden decision at a
certain point of his life. He resigned his position as a teacher at the Hanamaki
School of Agriculture, and on April 1% 1926 (Taishd 15) he moved to a cottage
owned by his father in Shimoneko-Sakura.

There, he started a life of self-sufficiency, plowing the piece of land annexed to
the house, just like a “full-fledged” peasant. But this is not all. At the same time,
in order to improve the miserable conditions of rural society of the late 1920s,
Kenji, as a volunteer, also held courses on agronomy, record listening and story-
reading sessions, and consultation on fertilizers. All these elements constituted
the so-called Rasuchijin Society (Rasuchijin Kyékai). So, what kind of forces
drove Keniji to the activities of the Rasuchijin Society? The main purpose of this
research is to give a satisfying answer to this question.

In order to attain this goal, in the first part I briefly depicted a “historical” por-
trait of Miyazawa Kenji, by examining the main events occurred in his life, his
relationship with Tokyo’s literary circles, and so on. Moreover, in order to prove
Kenji’s loose sense of money, I made an attempt to draw a simple sketch of the
cost of living between 1896 (Meiji 29) and 1933 (Showa 8). Furthermore, in the
last section of this chapter, I discussed the nature and the various activities of the
Rasuchijin Society.

In the second part of my work, I analyzed the nature of the forces which drove
Kenji to the activities of the Rasuchijin Society. Are these forces positive, as
some Kenji researchers like Nakamura Minoru and Mori Sdichi stated, or are
they negative? In order to solve this doubt, it is certainly necessary to analyze
Kenji’s condition just before he founded the Society. But this is still not enough.
We need to go back in time until the year 1921 (Taishd 10). In fact, the five years
going from 1921 (Taishd 10) to 1926 (Taishé 15) can be considered an extremely




important period in Kenji’s life: we can say that his literary career started right
after he moved to Tokyd in 1921 (Taishd 10), where he gave birth to many of his
works. Kenji’s heart was full of ambitions, most of which, for various circum-
stances, he failed to realize... This failure as a man of letters was fatal for him.
By putting a special emphasis on this point I drew my conclusions.






