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An Analysis of Local Governmental Support

for Artistic and Cultural Activities

YOSHIZAWA Kyo

This paper analyzes the significance of official support for rock and popular music bands at Geijutsu-
souzou-kan (Center for Creative Arts) in Osaka city from economic and policy perspectives, and examine;how local
governments can provide official support for artistic and cultural activities.

The analysis is based on the economic theory of KATAYAMA Taisuke and the policy theory of
NAKAGAWA Ikuo. The paper concludes that this support cannot be positively affirmed. The reason is that the
support is provided without citizens' approval for it. It is hard for a local government to provide official support
effectively without grasping the needs of people in the area. o

On the other hand, the support in Osaka city may be considered valuable because rock and popular bands
are particularly selected as the recipients of such official support. There are two reasons. First, there are many active
band groups in Osaka city. Second, people in Osaka city have many opportunities to enjoy rock and popular
music. Official support should be provided when the local area benefits from supporting something officially. In that
sense it may be relatively effective to support the activities that are already rooted and widely participated in the area.
It is important for local governments to grasp the characteristic culture of the area and emerging needs associated
with it when they support artistic and cultural activities officially.



42



