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SUMMARY

History of the Auxiliary Verb te-kuru
— Usage wherein it does not mean “movement” —

Yuta Mor1

In this study, I investigate the history of the auxiliary verb fe-kuru.
It is generally used to express that the agent moves to the speaker
(Taro-ga hasitte-kita. “Taro ran toward me.”). It can also be used when
the opponent of an event is the speaker (7aro-ga nagutte-kita. “Taro hit
me.”), or when the speaker exerts indirect influence through an event
(Taro-ga goui-o hakisi-te-kita. “Taro renounced the agreement, (and this
had a bad influence on the speaker).”) when the agent does not move
toward the speaker.

The usage of te-kuru wherein it does not refer to the movement of
the agent first appeared in a text during the Edo period, entitled Shikano
Buzaemon kuden-banashi (“The story of Shikano Buzaemon,” published
in 1683). However, during this period, only a few examples of such usage
were observed. Nevertheless, the number of such examples increased in
the Meiji period (1868-1912). Such usage of te-kuru was common until the
Modern Japanese period.

This evolution stemmed from the formation of the pragmatic rule
in which the speaker must express the movement to ward him or the
influence upon him through an event. Furthermore, the evolution of
the auxiliary verb te-kureru [clitic-give (to the speaker)] is an important
topic; it also shows that the opponent of an event is the speaker, or the
speaker exerts (usually good) influence through the event. Te-kureru
was commonly used until the Middle Japanese period (around 1600). The
usage of te-kuru wherein it does not refer to the movement of the agent
emerged from the usage of te-kureru, which does not mean giving by the
agent.
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