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How is Identity Established Through Educational Experience?
—An Analysis of Overseas Chinese Returning to China—

ISHIKAWA Tomoko

In this study, I intend to examine the educational experiences of the Chinese nationals, who
were born in Japan. It is conducted by using interview and questionnaire methods. Moreover, 1
intend to clarify the diverse aspects of their ethnic identity that are affected because they are
regarded as trans nationals.

Based on the analysis, I identified the following three factors that influence the identity for-
mation of overseas Chinese in Japan who return to China: (1) their reason for returning to
China, (2) their comparison of themselves with overseas Chinese in other countries, and (3) their
comparison of the differences in their life style and culture with that of those residing in other
countries, particularly with regard to “nationality”. At the same time, based on these three fac-
tors, it can be demonstrated as to how identity is established through educational experience in
China while they are going abroad. This fact also represents a change in their identity from
Chinese to overseas Chinese in Japan. On the other hand, it also suggests a transition from an
earlier ambiguous identity as overseas Chinese in Japan to that of a strong one.

This identity crisis is supposed to be a unique characteristic of overseas Chinese in Japan.
Before the National Law was revised in 1985, a Chinese individual born in Japan was automati-
cally awarded Chinese nationality. All the interviewees are Chinese nationals. When they leave
Japan to travel abroad, they are not regarded as Japanese. This type of identity crisis does not
occur in other countries, for example, America. Identity is established based on the social envi-
ronment.



