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g%s‘?‘ebiﬂ‘% (The sisters of Perpetual Indulgence n.a.), T DL, 7 I1x L THH]
MaF ) X MR 20 A TH 2 LRI, BrEE LML WS “01kz e 5
ICERT A B DOHARMNEA A=V 2RO B A BHMIEHIMO AL ENZEEA 5,
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RESEARCH ARTICLE

A study on narratives by “Japanese gays” living in the
U.S. : How do they represent sexual minority-ness

and racial/ethnic minority-ness in their narratives?

Hiroyuki TOMIYASU

Abstract

Previous studies on "Japanese gays” living in the United States have illustrated
the intersectional problems of sexuality and race/ethnicity leading to discrimination and
oppression. These problems appear in complexity in their narratives. The purpose of this
study is to examine how "Japanese gays” represent sexual minority-ness and racial/ethnic
minority-ness through their respective narratives, and to explore what these various narratives
mean for them. The researcher conducted fieldwork in 2018 and 2019 for over eight months
in San Francisco Bay Area, California, in addition to various interviews with 8 "Japanese gay”
participants between the ages of 30s to 60s years old. Most of them are married or previously
married to a same-sex partner.

In this article, we can examine three narratives on heterosexism; dealing with a
childhood bullying experience in Japan, Japanese workplace heterosexism, and uncertainty
on whether to stay in the United States or go back to Japan. As previous studies pointed out,
these narratives substantially confirm some of the "Japanese gays” intersectional problems
related to sex and race/ethnicity, especially when one focuses on their sexual or racial/ethnic
minority-ness. However, these stories sometimes work as norms.

Furthermore, the narratives also contain ambivalence and contradictions. For
example, one interviewee tried to present his image as successful in life, but explaining socially
discriminated. The other interviewee narrated harsh stories about his childhood cheerfully.
This study analyzed the meaning of such ambivalence or contradiction in the respective
narrative, which I call "zurashi” (shifting) or "hazushi” (out of tune). The researcher pointed

out that these elements relate self-representation.

Keywords : Gay, Japanese living in the United States, narratives, minorities
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