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Kyosei (Co-existence) and Kyoso (Co-creation)
Starting with “Cooperative Translation”: For
Deliberate Discussion and Sincere Practice

Yusuke KATSURA, Miwa SASAKI, Kageyuki YAGI

Abstract

This paper discusses how we can listen to the voices of minorities, in response to
Forum 1: "Re-examining the Kyosei and Kyoso (Co-existence / Co-creation) Through co-
writing a collaborative autoethnography on conflicts and frustrations,” and change the actual
institutional situations and social norms.

It is argued that in listening to the voices of others, which is a prerequisite for co-
existence and co-creation, it is necessary for the listener to be prepared to face not only the
"parts” of others, but also the "whole," including their background.

We will refer to Habermas's theory of cooperative translation of religious
discourses for public deliberation in which secular and religious citizens participate together
as a way of letting voices be heard. Further, we will see that the theory can be applicable for
other social problems beyond religious matters.

Additionally, discomfort and frustration was expressed in the paper Forum 1
that the current discourses and practices on Kyései may not be for minorities or may be
even what we might call institutional eugenics based on certain criteria. Therefore, we will
attempt to translate them into more public practice and discussion through understanding
minorities 4Fs (fact, fear, frustration, fairness) advocated by Lilian Terumi Hatano, through
Akiro Takeuchi's theory of the cooperativity of competence.

Finally, we will introduce the debate around "in-reach” activities and deliberation in

order to make “collaborative translation” more proactive.

Keywords : Listening to voices, Cooperative translation, Majority's
responsibilities, Kyosei, Inreach
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