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Concepts of Education and Culture in Shakai Kyoiku
Chikato ENDO

In the early 1970's, Tadao UMESAO pointed out problematic conditions around cultural
activities of people. He introduced a new concept ‘bunka gyosei’ (cultural administration) to call
for responsible government measures to promote culture and cultural activities in general.

This paper is intended to explore how policy-makers and educators in the field of shakai-
kyoiku (adult education and out-of-school education for the youth) responded to Umesao's argument.
The author reviewed articles of ‘Gekkan Shakai Kyoiku’ (Monthly Social Education) from issues
No.182 to No.310 (published between 1973 and 1982) focusing on those referring in one way or
another to problems in citizen's cultural activities that Umesao mentioned.

It appears that the journal articles were basically conscious of the need to have sufficient
hardware such as libraries, museums and community centers as a basic condition to promote cultural
activities among citizens. However, they regarded ‘bunka gyosei’ as a government-led control over
autonomous and self-dependent cultural activities of people, and paid little attention to Umesao’ s
idea.Only one article referred to Umesao's concept of ‘bunka gyosei.’

Although the articles criticized ‘bunka gyosei’ by advocating independence of education
from government control, they attached some special value to education as a process to develop peo-
ple's abilities to solve contemporary social problems. This appears to be contradictory because the
value of education is defined from a certain specific perspective,and it seems to be another form of
control over education.

Tamotsu SASAJIMA ,a municipal head, who had been an active leader in the field of
‘shakai kyoiku’ for many years pointed out that ‘shakai kyoiku’ placed more emphasis on edu-
cation rather than on culture and thus was basically targetted at only selected people. The author will

analyze other publications and writings on ‘shakai kyoiku’ to explore this question in the future.



