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A PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAY CONCERNING HISTORY

Masahiro OKU

The philosophical study on history faces a following paradox:

Human deeds make history, and they are not natural movements. But history
deals chiefly with past human deeds which have already performed and are unal-
terable any more. History answers not only the question “What has occured?”,
but also “Why has it occured?”, and the latter is answered by showing the natural-
ness or necessity of the unalterable occurrence. So, with the progress of study,
history seems to be a natural process rather than a product of human activities.

To solve this paradox, one has to re-examine the ontological status of human acts,
actions and conducts, and especially with respect to their “temporality.”

In this paper, I will answer two main preliminary questions and a few minor
questions.

(1) T investigate “time” from a voluntaristic point of view and criticize intel-
lectualistic theories of time.

(2) I try to sketch the typology of attitudes of actions withvrespect to future. I
refer to three types. They are (a) conservatism (“equilibrium theory”); (b) a “task-
solving” type and (c) an “Utopian” type.

(3) As to the subject of history I answer, social organizations as well as individ-
uals are agents and subjects of history. Methodological individualism is not right.

(4) History is conceivable on various levels, but they must be considered as

varieties of the universal history.



