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A Study of Noun Predicate Sentences with koto in
Kyogen Scripts

Ikuko SHOJI

This paper deals with Kyogen scripts, i.e. plays in the Muromachi Period and
shows a characteristic of kofo which is used in the predicate part of sentence.

Koto is generally called Keishiki-meishi, which is one of noun and has no
exact meaning in itself but empty category. That means, for instance, hanasu-
koto, which is constructed with a verb hanasu and a Keishiki-meishi koto, indi-
cates the content of speech or the act of speaking. The function of koto is exactly
to nominalize a declinable word syntactically.

But in the past, it was not only Keisiki-meishi to generate a noun phrase.
Adnominal form of verb rentai-kei could become a noun itself, although it is not
seen now in the modern Japanese.

On considering the predicate koto-degozaru etc., which are often used in
Kyogen script, it is found that koto is a part of auxiliary verb rather than
Keishiki-meishi. This point of view enable to explain about why koto was used
much in the predicate, why koo could coexist with nominal form rentai-kei and
about a more precise definition to nominalization,






