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A Pilot Study Conducted on Kanji Stroke Order

Megumi KAWAMORI

Kanji is a major obstacle to learning Japanese for non-Kanji-area-students. In
Kanji teaching so far, teachers take the initiative for class activities; however
they don’t pay much attention to learning strategies of the students and their
beliefs of learning. It is difficult to teach Kanji in the same way for studtnts who
have various needs and different readiness. I think that self-directed learning is
more effective. Teachers have to support the students in that case. The problem
is that students are not only unaccustomed to making their strategies for Kanji
learning but also it is difficult for teachers to aid in self-directed study. To sup-
port the self-directed learning of the students, we have to collect information
about what they need to know in order to practice Kanji by themselves.

This paper is a report of my teaching experience on Kanji stroke order. One
student asked me to show the principle of Kanji stroke order to practice Kanji
writing by himself. In answering his question, I considered the importance of
Kanji stroke order for effective Kanji learning. We have not attached much
importance to teaching the principle of Kanji stroke order. I explain an effective
understanding of that principle focusting on vertical strokes and report my
attempt to find the principle together with a student using hypothesis formation.





