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Poetry of Hindi Poet Nagarjun and the Problem of Hunger
CHAUDHARY Harjender’

Abstract:

Nagarjun (popularly known as Baba Nagarjun) is one of the prominent Hindi authors of
twentieth century. He is a poet and novelist and wrote in Maithili and Bengali as well. A
variety of human experiences have found expression in his multi-faceted works. Hunger is
one of them.

Lack of foodstuff, resulting in hunger, is a major human problem faced by different
regions of the world. It is unfortunate and shocking that 925 million people across the
globe are compelled to remain hungry even today. South Asia (Indian subcontinent) is
probably the worst-hit region on the earth in this regard. Socio-economic hierarchy
prevalent in the region accentuates the magnitude of the problem.

Many Hindi poets have written a poem or two concerning the problem of hunger. But
Baba Nagarjun has exclusively and noticeably penned down many poems centred on the
issue. This brief academic paper seeks to analyze and understand how the problem has
been viewed by the poet. On one hand, he sees famine and hunger in a cause-effect
relationship, while on the other, he points out that the main cause of lack of food is never
completely natural. It is, instead, a creation of human greed leading to unjust distribution
of resources. The poet’s anger ultimately targets this aspect. His dream of a better future
for humans will one day come true, because the hungry people will ultimately stand up to
get their due share. Their rise will lead to revolution, shaping a new future for all of us.
Thus, for Baba Nagarjun, while hunger is a certain source of human suffering, it is also a

probable cause for the shaping of a new future for the deprived classes of the world.

Keywords: Hunger-Problem, Hindi Poetry, Nagarjun

% Research Institute for World Languages, Osaka University, Specially Appointed Associate
Professor.
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fR=er Ffa AV & wfaar 3R @ Hr Fere

oleg Tl

aRe | a1 1S W A€ | SR & I H TG &l Teh f&eq'@ 3 Teh el
¢ 5 aigy udar 7€t & afed ag g« O & <b o &, T ol & T4 B
g 78 ot & 1o 9@ aTReg & Helexr & 3R 31HTa SHAT HeleX ¢ el IRER
ged-a18 &, G &1 aRaar 3R q@ gfes & ufder 3R sad qoi @1, J@r
deh o6 38D TcATIATE A 1 T S § A1 A F HA U 5™ 3ol &1 7@
M 3R < gt T STetelr &1 ARG e i scte Bl & 3R AARdD
FoILT T ¢ PROT FAT &

3@ IIOTAT & 3ifecdca A AR St & drell oyl Sieafsiid ugfa ot & ¢,
1T & 30 gl W Bl F el & THT I FATAT & §T A 30 3uiRAfT gof
FRIT I 1 37T 3T T 3T WT T 3y ARET et 3 off 31 oF wmefr
o BT @ T FAEIT TG & TREAT T INHIHT ATTEIUT & 3HAd Sl H g 30T
AT Al &1 9@ T T SufRATA ¥, g HHEAT & T H THDT 3Hedcd GRad
T AT & Herea®y AT S &1 ToIear & dk R 390 aFawrer TU=aikda
BT T &1 PN e reprel, el el aTe, FIN BE Fg@r dr Bl B e
ScUTGeRdl S Upfae a1 JYURpfas dRoM 8, df Fr Jg, JAfaidr Hifaat,
yemafas &, faaRuT-caaear f @iy, aems ared g SAr@y -3t 6
astg A N9l I 9@ UI: FHEl o Hel Th & TATAT P FT of of A 57 g
W A fade 3uRAfY gof i W &1

=T i & sg@ & Forean foneh agd Al g warards faww & &
# ar fears 7 usch, g afedr 3R 3mmat & wrea-faarel # da-da 3 W
IUTEAT BT &1 *edl I & [T qgT F Gl A US 1942-1943 Tt bl T
3Y ScUed AFHART Bl 30T geaeuelt Rularst = ‘qwret & drae @ fawg
g A1l A Rulalsl Qe §U # JfAd el & Tgel 'faRme aRa© # o7 gh
| 38 TTAT P YRR ¥ H@ v ) IRT AT [T el S Fope &l 38
®0 3 3R 50 a0t W B & oo & Rl F 9@ g 356 FHEdT o aed vy
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garan &1 foRrer fr e @ Sfaar # el § 99 W agiear &, uT 3R
05 gl fHee § T oI Tded feed! faar # foer faaroi & Aol & 3md
T ETaR & 31U U HiAar AT A 7325 8 Ruen-foge s i Ta'© faa= arer
VW oW FTelhl W hlegd BT &, o= Al goj3m Al & Fhae agd Jeei
Tl T% 9@ 3R e fawerdar &1 gaiaR auie #

TERTeT &7 TRFTRT T faEAR el dTel i araT AT, 3% o=y &4,
3% oty AR, 3% a6, 38 Ay A fadw ¥U & gRT ¢u1a diwd §1 ag foraa
Pol H YaT gU 3R 99T qu ST gaHapst A fAqr| Feped HI9T A IRFIRB
e & forw 3mua over 3R 39Uy & 8331 & 37mar §aRE 3R doldar # o
3oeiet vard foraT| $o ant a@ Ao # sreaad-er R @ w1937 | dig
g A e & W] 1938 H Aed T HRA argd 3 & alg [eR & R
el # Ifhadr & BRUT 3% 1939 3R 1940 & &1 I I JATAT UST| 1941
# fHe] T v AT T Y @ 309 F{T T A e 3T gEraedr & k-
& PG aul Bl BISH AT I TU H W HTahd | 3eAd SdeThdl Pl GE@dT
el ol Tohal & fop I faarRt 3k aromst & ufa a3, afes Shaw 31k oot &
ufed ufdag | 3T I§ J3d 35 [FHA-FIAT HT GRATS Hal o qehel
Tl ARG 1 Jel # hAT-FaHTa are Hid HE e g, HHA-Pd el | Bl
T fth & ¥ H ARG PTG, IFSAEA, T3 TIEAT T 30 HAT F S
TUS-AY 3ME O & PROT 3¢ [hATA-FIHTG aATell Hfd Bl ST Febell ¢ |
fraTa-Taoma arel 58 Hfa A1 31w Bfadnsi J @ 3R sgd gaear & e
ATy fauT & &7 3 Y@ifhd fRar ST gt &1

ARA RTTYaT-80 TE ¥, 30 919 ¥ &7 99 TR & QU HRd T ST
TG ¥, W ARA A FAEAW off U ST 9 & | Slaaadr Y T S T A
| QAT U-gW & WIY-AIY T 5978 & 0o fafe gu-g@ ¥ el & dfacager
g # Alchg 3aR-derd #Hl 30 T|d & 9RA & fafaaar sa=era ar § &,
T Fra-Teidid o Eialaat @ ot uReuRe  Shaa-ugfa @ & g@ & &R
STl & dl el del ATAqTe Pl J df W AT 1 D gue H G2 & dig T &7
3§l &, W foedl Ut & PUd &R feR Ueer 8 A  dgd defhedld
TSRT HATAT ST &1 38 UT: UPHfa Y ARSI Syl usd 1 el 3nfde-arentas
fawerar &1 off Horaa: Sidtshiael W 31US yemra 1 36 a1 &Y dW@d §U AT
IEATHTTAD Aol & 1o 3 &1 T aTel DI AL DT DIAAT3N H 3T FavaHdT,
aREAT a 3ATET & HIY-AIY 3@ H AL & 34, Hgraei=a [qearor fferd §
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'JepTel 3R 3P d1g’ ST HiatE, Herfed, dageh a did gHTa arell fdreHd
BT AT 3o -Uee Sl o, TR g faroTieAs Hiddm & relar A
& 3D T FHIAATT HY @ B FAEIT D [ATAT T CATATBYD &I & TAR AHAA
@A §1 AT AMS 67 & W ¥, W 37 &707 {3 I AT T & 3107 Hoael
FHiaar TS| TAITI 10T FA Y TR uger & §1 or@ forga oy ure
& 31207 el & AT THIS' T TAIOT {3 SATAT &1 311 § o6 Tg Hiaar 9@
& FAET g 38 AU § ST AFAT fafafedy fr aReanfd w v i,
dhqoT ahed ST &1 AGST @ HfASR afafafr sgar-gfd & 56-ig Sfeaa
T 9@ AT DY ARKIAT T HHST T JTA-PROT &, TS AT ¥ TH AT &b ATCTH
¥ sgifed g8 ©1 Bfd o T TN WIIROT T2 A 3R §ART &1 feetran &, o
I A &H UT: 38 R F A6 Qrad| 8 &7 I3 Jg BT Igcd TrATs oo
W &, gafoT 8 Ter 3gd o @ gl
THS' AT TSI St 1, g dgifas ¥ g wfaar wegd &,

T e $5-d8 384
37l ard |@rEr

arr fea

g e A ST §

g 6 @ A

QreT Uehled H

g e #

A &r 37ar R 34T g1 T T A

IR & ATt sl Bl HeA
Solcd Ueled led dald 4T
It far & & o

3 Wl o Aaw wEr =)

el SfeTdt gt died

T ST & S & Hg A ST Sreld
3H e Ig QU @Rl

TUh IR

EI'I%??':RTEFI'!W)
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IJg hfadr e Agifae Iz A wfaar &1 afg qeai-31Test & arg HY ar
a4 Ty |91 & IFAE! & HJAR fa4 B v e Saaear odr 3
Uit 8, v fAgs & S Ao W IR AT USal & A pufa 3R
AV TF AT HE ¥ A T A faaer = AT g

@ O Of3a gedarfat & @ 3 oot 9RAT 3ueerEIT & ardt & 3k
a1 Q9 ThRAAT A arelrd ufdRra qUr areht & aar-niSd eer ardieh 3R qur
fag & =g Real & wa &1 ©

TgH g A HE@ oA [0 G FiwA FFadt RaE g @9 wa i G
ol AITEIHT & AR T4 9 A 925 AT (AT aefd s ) ooT eger-diisa
€ 399 ¥ 98 ufaerd fammashier/ dfdefad ¢of & wd &1 g2 W & arel
gar-qfsdl P For Yoo ufderd starawear dad d1d aelf # U Al § --- #ARA,
AN, PN, TETATGLT, SSIATRAIAT, UIfhediaT 2T JANTAT| A F g gor vfdrn
H qur AW I ¢ 3nhrr Agga F I 1O

gl W X GHY IS o IS &1 gfNeT-IEd aell ol &1 30 FAY (FHeaFer
2011 ) AATTORT FW 3N 37ehTel A 3T T & | TIeh TE o AR & AR
3T TS AT H THATRIT F HIS T TG AN & WraTe=T-afAd gl & 3merep
T T & gud F off Frenforar # e UBT AT, W dd IATET TR W el
FEIAT & Bea®y Al & dehellh P HA o T A 38 AT galld 7fAH
fawe 3k ufdage £100

37Tl 3TUAT WlTeeT-3787Ta N 3R TN SNt UPR BT & Tebel &1 el
el P USA & ATAS[G AT 3ol DI HHAT &b el AXDPR AT A -TIIEATT
3H Y Pl ENDR L AT FHeT SULT el i 3h FAUTSTAD Urelt &1 37eprer
T WAl - AT & HA BHROT GHAT 3R G e Wiepfdeh el 8T 2, I 31fAp
0§ FAI-AfFT T @ g

el i AT & A3 H 31ebrel T @I -3101 i FFAfAT T 378
PR & T fFdt iR favor & agerar faerd ¢

AT fhATA-FTHT dTel B & | ST HiadHT # frara-shad @ F faa
3R deHt @1 agfay arewra o sHeT yaoT ¥1 30 Biaar W SR # aw Fa
el §S g9 PN TR A ¥, fSEh Fafa gw € 6w g 7L, WA
gls12| 38 TUUaT & U P 3ET G qTelT T§ BT 37T GTel AHD Tl
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& SES # AU Sl B G @M &l e HRA fhare Hr @@

hHA & AT Tol &, Parel gl
agd ST &l IR

EIT-81, 3UTST PpuB-Pot H UaT Tl Tl T hid A AT H Siet ol
faaer ¥ I€ SRoT § 76 AnTel & RAge Wer-8aR # q@ vy @ @& S
HIAATIT T FEAT P TATIYOT ¥ W FE&AT, Ut A1 afderd d@et & 31w
Fecaqol T G@N & 6 el w1 T ¥ 4@ fawy g 9 ;g E
AT Sliaeraal & du=1 # Siehsr §37 &1 Tuamhat o 36d fov wh e H
HHIA-3cUIGen UThAT & 3H! T TTATIAD U H H@ DT GAET H SEid
S9N Hr R AT ©

fasher & STeoroT
geIeT & 3reeTehur| (19

Ffd & I & F-FN 37917 & AT Jra Geuer H1 GUAT & Joad &
AR 371 €, W godidr el aidil

gy, A e o afg

aT gret fr suTiord 1fd e

U BT dE@RT &

3H el Il & a8

OIERT &1 ASTerdl ¥ R0

o aar 7 ¥ o

qTE R TUAT T m A1 AT (S=ET) i
A1 Dal & Tugell  digdl & |ep o] 19

W H@ WfIRT &1 TR BT # gar 3t # orar g5 usar gl

SS-AS Yoroll-ghell & M o §H 37 MUy,
HIT-STeT-PN STl Teh w761 Ue $Y qrdar| (o
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g 1 T ER de AT T8 &, 3T FoRl & 30 Q@O AR &1 5T g2
AP AL T 'AAGR &b WA BT 3t 1Y Tiel Y, AT BT 3eed b
ford o@er weh i faeve 3K 3w A oo arel Reufa €1 o fReufaat &
TTIRAT BT QU GHTATULAT & AT AU et & foT A UT: &7y T Yeell
Uehsd &

AT A IT Thl ATE T FHSR TehATEA! T
TH AIHFE! I AT §IOT, TOT 9Tl AATEA |17

HE-TE ¥ o o & #AATae diepr
38 9O P ITEAE TE F Hehl ThR | (19

URITH e & @I-CATHT o Ui Hdeereiiel 8l &, 3¢ PUA | T TDR
ERT 370 3TREAcd § el &l FAAGRT &1 YATOT g GRUMH g 3R FAAH Y
& U & 9@ A N IR T Tl &

grell & &Y, Well & Uc
grell & ITell, Wlell & Tele| (W@l A6l 3R @reir) 19

AT FBNeR FIATeY Teat Tt i &, FIaer T8 & e ¥ 3 P
favdie # AN Ted &, AR HIeg 6 FHET H A T A T & W
HUAT g s =Rudr T & Rerflel & g3t v 3R & @ A 3egeqfa e ooh
¢ FE o1 faghe Th|...... Tgoidl AT D AUh e & Afe 30T Tea
uRey €, aa 31uch! faaet T8 &1 HJHd 9| SRedT, 39T, Terel, Faeddr,
T, fAUHAT 3 Gfd €N FA & TS GO T 3ge7d AN §HT AT € IS gl
& RIBR gldl| TR & Hear T @ A @A ATl Y AT /-0 ol Dl A
¢, I% dl FARY HQOT e & Y @ W Toll 7% &) vE Uy 7 afg A%
I fAaey HEHfA W RIS o 78 dF HEaHIaE Fe g1

GElee & AT d SHA Scleed J@AY H FAEAT AHA fe@rs gset W
ATl A 3R FIBR WX AT T &1 eAeh [aaiier 1 ofag Fapr 3R
3! SATARI AT Tl ¥ AASR TSI 1 3Tl TEF &, sl TS &
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TG A Hp AR @AY F FAST A0 D1 A T T HR SHDT DROT ARG
& THST 3 37T &, Afehet TG HRA H N9l T W A FAAT 3T HRART 0T
W el oITem | s 3o A 3 fefer der g &ey

faagey ol & fow vy & WROT A AT FIHTTAS TAT- AT &1 AR
fRR 30 TWAT-AWT W TATSIE! i Tt BT &1 3Taremer did §, 3R 30
oAA-IHET B 3 Teh AT § AU A& @ | fIwo] JpR F Jenge ) fow
HOS oG P HED MY G AWM & Pred-dfaey &1 3R b fopar & 76
I A% oy Fwfa T9 §&1'@

TE-FE 3T AIT SN TR & F 390 3A3-3H3 3 e w7 A1 ar
XA & UTH-AT PN AR P &l &l

qdT5?

$Y I

ek ¢ & afd®?

PIST Pod el TR HIOTHY WO

A RATAT Pl o ARIMSA & 61, FPR e wfa Ragey Kwrs
Usd ¥ W ARG & I fAais dgifas J S JgHded &, Tafoe a8 3w
T 3R T ¥ Te d A1 AR AR ATed & 5T TS goT' Sl HIAATY ITHEATE
g TR cIaEUT & Y ATl 3R 3HD HAT YS WY T <eh YA & DRI
T Ty 3R T8N 6 HIAATT deF S &1 AT PIAAT3N BT gl Fawg 3fehrel
3R qEad ¥ AU A T T, & 3. 6 gfzar fdr o @ e oo @
d Al 38 HASIAT & 'ATeeh & 2 T Tok! e 37hTel dTell ATAT USAT & HIhr
g AT IHEAE & AT H 977 <d ¥ 6 3reprel-MiSe oot et off sigep
33T X 38 W IMHAUT X Fhd ol Te diad 4@ 3R s Sa-Aa 6t Jfee
Hfdreafd 2

AR ITAT SATRIET At 3R 3T GorderdeT @ 3T WRATTAAT @l Hur
& forw frear RUIfeer &1 FerT odl §, @AY & T &I UM TPR A¢l 1
SAT| 'TE A A7 SAR' HiaaT A AN o AAGR & TdeR & ACTH F TWBR
& Fe$ @el T

A HE G, BRA 3T YA ATAGR
forgar oem e arell @ g% ar A7 AR 29
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Tel o Reufasiea oy &1 Aol &1 faais 1@ Il <9 & Fer HadRd
3T & | TXPR HA1o7Td AR @I o T2F &b FDR T & AT € I&chl, Tfeh
U 3R A T T2 A ARA & T8 91 16 31T o 39T T @y A gaear
& el PIS AHEdca e

AT F gdr$ ® 3 A sHUd
AfheT Tel ar 31 |ue @ T & | @0

el T Tl TR BAAT & 3 3UAH URKAT HeeATHd & ATY-F1Y
3fe-Hifded SUcTeUdr & AT faaRoT & AR Y Hhd BT &1 ATeaIEd &1
BT TATS GRT e aTel AT AT DT 37 rell oHF 9T & off Gt I Felt udr
ITRIT T T H FaT3 H Hewel ek &1 A AWM @1 faaher Jgl ypia &
gt A8, derdl 3R wala garaRal & faeg oo o |/ &l

3N SAHTIROT Y ITHTIIETAT Hr AUTT I & o6 38 Wi Jera i [
& T P FIAT & el | Ieed-Til HiAr & SA-TAAT 36 UPR Th g
3

T I 9o faurge, g wferw gar
IUE H I3 FATID, §H AT SEr| @0

38 e &1 ATSraar 3R Rargiar & aY-a1y anms| 7 fadast
SAEIYROT & Gpa A, fagie g hifd o GHEATT 9 Fraer 3y &

FHIH F AU T-R Af-Avy mar......
.. O-51 H Tagie 9ol 3ie=Aeer &1 Arm
T T HeTel DN ectsrer AR

@l P HIAT TN 3fecAsial BT AT

g # g@-HaR BN sl H A
..... J9-ITd A IRAC oIl & feTslel T AT
facera & 3713 AT © eeterel I AT

..... & L, e °TERT, HE HAeE 378
gl &1 AT ASTCAT & 3T Tl S
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HETPTS T A 31, T Y AT 3| @

H@ FEhre D1 AT AR JoRST H AR § 37U gT Fg B FHYS & TS
1 At @AY & RASR et 1 AT ol a1 R 37T 3 30 @AY & ford FdigR
T T a AW, AT ART| AT TIEH I8 & ReE-EaHa e BT §, SRRET
TR T Y 1T I ©1 3eAh [IIR 8 {@ 3Hdd: fagre 3R hifd @l HroT g4
@ & facerd & 373 @ o @I DT HaA M| ATl IHEhHB T @
Y AT BT §,

B @b @ B o g T O ¢
e Tl FH HeT HeaTaR &l Fe| @9

3 Siaar-2aft & AT & Ao & e groh e 31ffdca & aamw a8
TG FohdT| 36T [SSifaur 37dd: 389 &0 T 3MMeheAd gl adl & 3o & Aged
AR 3aHr AT Feadt ARG 3arg $H a2 @ 3aTEAT ©

ool 6T & ST §, arehr s T
s A AT S 319l I 3aTa 00

AN & 30 TATHH H H@ A HIS Vil et T UATH el o &,
T aE 3eTh [oIT Ueh O1F HAEAT ¢| AU 3R U U & AT & 3igerar
T 3T 3ThT o] HEdHT HIAAHT 3 T1d & | AT 30 HHY 3R 3Hb delrdl
W U Tf® e arel B §, AT 3 gRAA # S o gfed g §, 33 W
T & AT old Teled AT &1 HW Seleh URALA T el & S8t A suferd
HIAET &, gfIT 30 fawg W Seeia gl Ry wiaarn e &1 el & qawr
UHT IS BT AL & SN 37 Tl A AN b FHADET IWT ST H | {@ D FAEAT
&I AR o fafE AR caamess gor § 3uel Sfaanst # s ¥ 6Rd #H,
TER &, 9@ D FHAEAT 371 AT ATHT 38§ A Alo[g &, o 7 # a8 Ao
& SigeT-arel (1911-1998) T ITAT-PIT (1929-1997) & a1 2| TATATAS & TR
3 HABTCAI TeAThA IR TIfeed g aRAMTT-TAYd & WY HeH § HeH
AT Toe arel BT AVIMSA & ITATHH H 38 FATAT DI U Ageaqul TATT
e 2

@ W o 718 31 it T swfadnait 3 Sicwr 3R Ha & Terer-31crer swrsat
& w # fe@rs uzd ¥, STafe Anmed & 37 /T8 Haanst 7 A AR FT &
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dra g &1 Rufa femrs uscdh 1 3 & sl sigwat ar et & sgemat &
aot 31T <1 ¥ THad: I& HROT & 6 1965 & a1g Y Hfaarait & @ A&t
AT TS| 3D G BA-FAT W I Aol fdb-ardT g Jeaadr 3meprer gl &
@ , 3G, FEIMS MM v W @ gu fa Tseiie, TTIansit (Fera:
HORET ) 3R TRERT AT P 31UAT TAAAT TATAT &1 1965-1966 A DI ATABR
@ Ha B A @ 1 faazor g, aRomer a1 Tl & & # fHerar
& dUT 38 dIG, T HIAATHT H 5T THETAT & 'BRON' W Hid T ST 3TUh dhiegd
T &1 313 O YA R hT AT dgd & Tyl 3R ATfdS g gl €1 1961
1965 deh & e AT GITeTT H HET GET & Gacd T G &, W el d JThaAeT
Y I THY FT P SIS Ple AgcdOT Bia H@T U F 39 G H
TTATHD HTINGRT el DX FhT| 'HET D&Y P HIIar ey # AF T AT aAd
T M| RS F a8 37 dE WAICHD el & §U 41 o U18, [ aRE aorel
AT H| B, 38 W T # @ i o 970 T AN 39 3nare & ufd
TIT A TothAd Ay W fordy 718 3 spfaard (wiedy Tspaer, ‘3T faar
33 IV & GE!') SHBI Y&ATUT §| W AN & Hled-Afaey & 3Td gu o T
¢ [ ANTSA 370el Fas-wEs T S-A Tel W Toid drel g §, fedr ar &
iete 1 qd-AaRa, qd-Afda ekl s e ad o

W TEIAY FAA 3R 3HaHIe T A &, W AV S AFHAET i & forw
ag foRdll 3Meferge uRads AUaT Shifd & T DROT el D FHGAT T IRT a2
Y & STITE ST9TE U YHIT ST hiadTAT 3 T & I Il TeidT & b A AT
&had al-gl A A [Ahal drell BT Aol A Adl Tedll, dfcsd a8 SIAATIRT &
g G-Ar 3R GU-3UATT T YR deiel aTell AR Tdehl dei9il | 7 T dgerr
A AN &1 dgd T faare |

TH Uraeht AT T A ARG 6 Biaar 3R @ 6 FAET BN IRWER T
Sea ¥ 3R 0 Ffa A Y 7 Goaa: g 3R JeaR wiasT & FROT-FR FaY
1 3T RAvAar & 3cued 3T 3R @ H AT APISA & AR T faairs
STTTRY &, S PRI 8 A& &1 fa &1 e # I S=faeisr afeadw a afera
TR deR HiaST Hr THTTATT BT APR I aTell Pl ded gl 3T Teo
Aol R F R B & w0 F R e 3 g
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