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The Destruction of Cultural Properties during Ethnic Conflicts

— The Cases of Bosnia and Herzegovina —

JE AT
Tomomi HARAMOTO*

Abstract

The violent destruction of cultural properties is a grave concern during ethnic conflicts.
Especially after the mass deliberate destruction in Bosnia and Herzegovina during the
1992-1995 conflict, the protection of cultural property became a subject of considerable
discussion in international society. Considering the effective measure to protect cultural
property from intentional attacks, it is necessary to analyze the determinants of the de-
struction through lens of the destroyers. I analyze the political factors of deliberate destruc-
tion of cultural properties during ethnic conflict from the incidents in Bosnia and Herze-

govina. This paper shows that the substance of destruction is not just the property itself
but the history related to it.
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13) Bosnia and Herzegovina Commission to Preserve National Monuments, Cultural Memory : A Vanishing Treasure, Sara-
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14) loc, cit.

15) loc, cit.
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