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The Usage of 2. and 2. in Words of Western Origin
in Publications of the Jesuit Mission Written in
Japanese Letters

Emi KISHIMOTO

Within the publications of the Jesuit Mission written in Japanese letters,
words borrowed from Western languages (mainly Portuguese and Latin) are
transliterated in the Hiragana syllabary.

To express the simple vowel /e/(that is, not proceeded by a consonant), the
authors used two kinds of Hiragana, 2 and 2. 2. was usually chosen as initial
letter of a word, and . as non-initial. The fact can be clearly understood from
the corrections in notations which can be seen in the two editions of “Doctrina
Christam” written in Japanese letters, respectively “&EH D Wiz & ) L7zA”
published probably in 1591, and “&H 9 %2 & ) L7zA” , published in 1600.

This usage does not seem to express differences of pronunciation of the sim-
ple vowel /e/ in Japanese or in the original languages. Actually, in those days in
Japan, there was a traditional usage that among homophone Hiragana letters cer-
tain ones were regularly selected as initials, most likely in order to suggest the
beginning of a word (as in the Japanese writing, words are not divided by
spaces). In the edition of “&H ) % & ) L 72 A" printed in 1600, a similar
state of facts may be observed with regard of other Hiragana syllabary letters,
such as /a/, /ma/ and /mi/. Therefore, it can be inferred that the usage of X and
2. in words of Western origin was also influenced by this aspect of the orthogra-
phy of Japanese Hiragana.

The relations of V> versus % , respectively 33 versus % in transliterating
Western words are similar to that of 2. and 2, but in later texts & and % ceased
to be used. This fact is probably due to the lack of effectiveness of using differ-
ently initials and non-initials with regard of those two pairs, since there were
few foreign words which had /i/ or /o/ in both the positions of initial and non-
initial, particularly /i/ as initial or /0/ as un-initial.






