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(—) Clark Kent went into the phone booth, and Superman
came out.
(ev) Clark Kent went into the phone booth, and Clark Kent

came out.
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(—-«) Clark Kent(-) went into the phone booth, and
Superman(-) came out.
(ev- ®) Clark Kent(-) went into the phone booth, and Clark

Kent(-) came out.
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(ev-2) Clark Kent(-) went into the phone booth, and Clark

Kent(+) came out.
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(=) Superman went into the phone booth, and Clark Kent

came out.
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(=- ®) Superman(+) went into the phone booth, and Clark

Kent(+) came out.
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(=) Jane was so happy. She sang, danced, and clapped her

hands.
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(e0) Jane did three things consecutively. She sang, danced,

and clapped her hands. ©
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(—-9) Clark Kent went into the phone booth before Super-

man came out. ™
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(—-9) Clark Kent went into the phone booth while Super-

man came out.
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The Simple Sentence Puzzle and Temporal Reasoning

KOYAMA Tora

The purpose of this paper is to show the relation between the solution of so-called
"the simple sentence puzzle" presented in Koyama and Nakayama (2001) and the theory
of direct reference.

First, I will argue about an intuition about co-referential singular terms that seem
to support the theory of direct reference. That is, sentences made by replacing singular
terms contained in true sentences with co-referential singular terms are true at least
in a sense. Because this intuition is apparently adequate, our solution has to explain it.

Our solution allows the interpretations compatible with that intuition. Therefore, It
may meet the request. However, I don't think that it is adequate treatment. The reason
is that such interpretations should be excluded in the situation in question.

To show this, I will take up temporal reasoning based on the aspects of verbs. The
aspects of verbs have certain consequences to temporal relations of the events expressed
by the verbs. Making use of this, we can impose suitable restrictions on interpretations.

It suggests that our solution is independent of the theory of direct reference.

Key Words

simple sentence puzzle, temporal reasoning, singular term, the aspects of verbs, the

theory of direct reference
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