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The linkage between psychological distance and evaluation of
In- or out-group targets who hold different values

Mami MUTO (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)
Naoki KUGIHARA (Graduate School of Human Sciences, Osaka University)

The purposes of this study were to examine whether (1) extension of psychological distance from in- or out-group
targets who hold different values would correlate with an increase in negative impression of them, (2) strength of this
correlation would increase when the difference between actual value and expectancy value which people have about
targets became great. The experimental design was a 2 (anti-war vs. pro-war opinion presentations) X 2 (Japanese
in-group presenter vs. American out-group presenter) between-participants factorial. The results were as follows: (1) in
anti-war condition participants shorten psychological distance from both in- and out-group targets and raise evaluation
about them, (2) both in anti- and pro-war condition participants increase psychological distance from in-group targets
and devaluate them more than out-group targets, (3) psychological distance to targets covariates with their evaluation.
The implications of these results are discussed.

Keywords: psychological distance, evaluation, actual value, expectancy value, in- or out-group.



