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Abstract

The Japan World Exposition 1970 (Expo ’70), which opened in Osaka on March 15, 1970, was the first Expo
held in an Asian country. The Expo is recognized as a platform for nations to showcase a desirable image of
themselves and raise their prestige. How did Japan try to establish such an image through Expo *70? To address this
question, this article focuses on invitation activities, especially the success of the “international place” and the
challenge of inviting private organizations. International places were pavilions constructed by Japan and
managed by the participating countries. These facilities allowed developing countries to participate freely by
removing the cost burden. With the Expo, Japan succeeded in positioning itself as a leader in Asia. Nevertheless,
Japan faced difficulties in inviting private organizations, especially private companies. Japan saw resistance from
some countries and could not address the issue of private participation. This challenge could have been major
setback for Expo ’70. The findings of this article provide crucial lessons for holding and participating in such

expositions, which remain a strong tool for promoting a country’s image.

F—0—F: KRBG1E., BFEDH. BRARE. REEOEHF. BRA A -0
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