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Public Functions of Religions Developed through Social Work in The

Late Meiji Era
Developments after the Sugamo Prison Chaplains Incident

IKAWA Yugaku
WXEE

Ao B, A AROEMLE O < D ARZER O FGETR (C B TRED
W DIERER S 7= RFTT D Z ik b, T OB, HRIBERROHGR D
M7 A 6D <o Ty EERAIREGHT & % U 2 Mk, BB 631 L7 BiE
ESREGRAT SR E (1898 4F) 1ZyE AT 5, FHFX, WCKEEE & O EE S5t
2 E i S AT R 2R RS B ORE RN U, NEE BRE & AR LU
U 2 N EHEEAIC X DM EABO b LICBI X &, EEE o DR L
LC, BRBEILIEE, BALEIRIC B\ CR B s B M 2 A AORERE 2 fHu
BORREDZD LI T,

F—O—F tRwEAL, REORKRILAMEEE, HIGEREGRIN SR, B =)

The purpose of this paper is to examine the characteristics of the public functions of
religious organizations and clergies in the formation of social work in the modern Japan.
The paper focuses on the Sugamo Prison Chaplains Incident (1898), i.e., a conflict
between Buddhists and Christian Kousuke Tomeoka over the status of chaplains. At that
time, prisons were being improved and modernized against the backdrop of revising the
treaties with the Western countries. The Incident was triggered during negotiations
between the Japanese government officials and the Buddhist and Christian chaplains.
The Incident prompted an opportunity for the religious organizations and clergies to
initiate their engagements in social works, a new public function of religion in the late
Meiji era.

Keywords: social work, public functions of religions, Sugamo Prison Chaplains
Incident, Kosuke Tomeoka
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