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The influence of self-focus to negative emotion and social concern
on negotiation

Taketoshi HATTA (Gifu University of Medical Science)

Masakazu KOBAYASHI (Forensic Science Laboratory, Miyagi Pref. Police H.Q.)
Ken-ichi OHBUCHTI (Tohoku University)

Mitsuteru FUKUNO (Hokkai Gakuen University)

Present study examined negotiator’s mental processes induced by focusing toward negative
emotion and concern of him/her that was evoked by egocentric offer of other party of negotiation. In
distributive situation, we predicted that the others' egocentric offer induces negative emotion such
as anger and threat of identity, and invites motivation of retaliation and retrieval of identity. In
addition, we predicted focusing towards such internal process facilitates negative emotion and
motivation by the others' egocentric offer. In the laboratory experiment, the factor of egocentricity of
the other was manipulated whether egocentric or equivalent offers and the factor of self-focusing
was manipulated whether participants had the opportunity to focus self-state or did not. The results
indicated first that the egocentric offer evoked anger and threat of identity, motivation of retaliation
and retrieval of identity, second that the focusing towards internal process intensified motivation of
retaliation.

Keywords: negotiation, egocentric offer, negative emotion, social concern, self-focus.
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