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SUMMARY

The role of “Talking shop” for a novice teacher of Japanese:
Reality shock and the change of her understanding of “scolding”

Hitomi OKAWACHI

Yamada (2000) defined “talking” as the interaction which a speaker
and a listener participate positively. When this “talking” happens among
teachers, it helps them to sort out entangled emotions and find solutions
to seemingly unresolvable impasse according to Aoki (2006). I taught
Japanese in a university in Thailand for 2 years. As a novice teacher,
I found it difficult to reflect on my practice under a tremendous time
pressure. I also had problems with colleagues, but I was not able to solve
them in any satisfactory ways. The personal experience and reading of

LT3

literature led me to study teachers’ “talking shop”.

I had five talking shop sessions with two novice teachers, Haruko
and Hiromi over one year in this research. In this paper, I focus on
Haruko’s experience of coping with a reality shock (Kawahara, 2003).
Haruko had a teacher image such as a teacher who doesn’t get angry
and always helps students, which was shaped in her childhood and
university days. Just after she became a teacher, she tried to be a
teacher like her image. However, she could not keep that image when
her students broke classroom rules. This reality shock forced Haruko
to look for a way to adjust to the reality. “Talking shop” and her own
experiences helped her find a solution to her dilemma, to scold or not to
scold students. For Haruko, “talking shop” was an opportunity not only
to reflect on her practice but also to learn about the others’ practice and
understand herself.
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