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Perception Gaps between Husband and Wife on Childcare

SUZUKI Fumiko

This paper introduces the abstract of the statistics survey of attitude toward and actual conditions
of childcare. The survey was conducted from February to March 2002, on the parents whose children
go to four nursery schools or the eight kindergartens in Tokyo and Kanagawa areas. 312 families out of
992 answered the survey. (Response rate: 31.5%)

I adopt two methods to this survey. The first is to introduce bifocal views by analyzing both
husband’s and wife’s viewpoints on childcare, which highlights their perception gaps. The second is to
focus on 15 basic items including quantity and quality of daily childcare.

I analyzed answers from 245 couples with children of over 3 years old, concerning on husband’s
quantity and quality of both weekday’s and holiday’s childcare.

The survey through this method has led to following observations:
1. A husband tends to overestimate his own contribution to childcare; meanwhile a wife does to
underestimate her husband’s contribution. .
2. A husband tends to classify the task of childcare according to subject; meanwhile a wife does to
recognize it without clear classification. ;
3. A husband has single evaluation measure on both of weekday’s care and weekend’s; meanwhile a
wife has double evaluation measures.

Further development of this analysis is supposed to investigate the interference between the
couple’s perception gaps on childcare and anxieties, satisfactions, attitudes, values and so forth for
their children.

Key Words
husband’s looking after their children, perception gaps, bifocal views, daily childcare,
_ statistics survey
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