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Problems of the study of adult and community education raised
by non-profit organizations

Jun FUKUSHIMA

The purpose of this paper is to show that re-examination of a framework of the study
of adult and community education is necessary when studying non-profit organizations
(NPOs), and to show problems of re-examination. After World War I, the studies of
adult and community education which have been pursued to establish democracy have
considered that associations of adult and community education and citizens movements
play a vital role. These studies have proposed that mutual education, which is consid-
ered most essential education, exists in these associations and movements. Because
these associations and movements are regarded as representing community, mutual edu-
cation inherent in associations and movements are regarded as public education.

Recently, the remarkable rise of NPOs drew attention to the study of adult and com-
munity education, and some studies of NPOs have been carried out with the same
framework, which applied the study of associations and movements. But it is doubtful
that the traditional framework is also available for study of NPOs. Because NPOs have
an aspect of enterprise, mutual education is only one type of education and it is nec-
essary that we emphasize social works which include education. Therefore the tradi-
tional view is narrow and limited in seeing NPOs works. The second point that
requires clarification is that NPOs can not represent community or citizens. NPOs re-
flect various senses of values which sometimes confront and compete with each other.
But each of them is not necessarily a reflection of the consensus of community or citi-
zens.

So, when we study NPOs, it is necessary to re-examine the traditional framework.
First, we need to expand the notion of education which is represented by mutual edu-
cation as meaningful education. There are various educational practices around NPOs
and we need to broaden our view to include these practices. Second, it is essential to
distinguish NPOs from citizens. The latter is not represented by the latter. And there
is not only mutual .education, but also other types of educational practices which may
clearly divide participants that NPOs are educator and citizen is learner. Third, we
should re-examine the relationship between administration and citizen.



