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The Niiname-sai Without an Imperial Progress of Tenmei 6 (1786) and the Emperor Kokaku:
The Background and Influence of the Postponement of the Daijo-e and Niiname-sai of

Emperor Emeritus Go-Sakuramachi

Gen NOMURA

Active in reviving court rituals based on the idea of a strong monarch, Emperor
Kokaku, who, relative to the Bakufu of the Tenmei era and after was seen as growing
weak in the face of domestic and foreign troubles, was historically highly acclaimed as an
emperor who strengthened the political position of the Japanese court.

The aim of this paper is to revise the traditional historical assessment of Emperor
Kokaku through a review of the purposes and quality of the revival of court rituals under
him. Focusing on Tenmei 6 (1786), the time when Emperor Kokaku's revivals of court
rituals began, the author attempts an explanation of (1) why the revival of court rituals
began in that year, and (2) why in that year the unusual decision to conduct the Niiname-
sal without an Imperial progress and before the Daijo-e was made. The author then goes
on to consider the meaning of court ritual for Emperor Kokaku, and what kind of figure
he might have been to work on such a revival.

As a result, a conflict was uncovered between the positions of Emperor Emeritus Go-
Sakuramachi, who believed that since the continuation of incomplete and defiled rites was
against divine will, and such defiled rites should no longer be conducted as the likely
reason that successive emperors experienced disasters, and the position of Emperor
Kokaku, who sought to enhance the unifying force of the emperors by continuing the
revival of court rituals with priority given to a subjective sense of satisfaction.

Emperor Kokaku did not share the same way of thinking about or the sense of crisis
regarding the Daijo-e and Niiname-sai as Emperor Emeritus Go-Sakuramachi and others
had, but rather agreeing with the views of Kajaji Tsunehaya and other Giso, he tended to
prioritize the undertaking of court rituals. As a result of that tendency, new contradictions
were born, such as the eventual impedance of the original emphasis of those rituals on
worshipping the kami, the buddhas, and the ancestors.

It was learned that the understanding of the rites and the palace by the Emperor, the
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Emperor Emeritus, and the courtiers was not uniform, and that a simple and superficial
pointing out of such happenings as the revival or stagnation of court rituals does not
connect with a correct historical appraisal of the political position of court rituals, nor of

the person himself.





