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“The Asahi Shimbun”, Western Edition, A List of Cultural Articles
(March 1946 - December 1949)

Masao SAITO

This paper is a list of the titles of the cultural articles and their authors published in
the western edition of “The Asahi Shimbun” from March 1946 to December 1949.

Japan was in a severe shortage of various commodities during the period from World War
IT to the occupation. Newspapers were also compelled to reduce the number of pages due
to the shortage of paper, and during 1946, newspapers were generally published with only
two pages. As a result, a lot of content was deleted. In the chaotic times, information
related to clothing, food, and houses was given priority in the newspapers. On the other
hand, articles about culture were less likely to appear in the newspapers. With the case of
“The Asahi Shimbun”, the serialization of novels was suspended on March 6, 1945. The
revival of serialized novels had to wait until June 8, 1949 (June 9 in the Western Edition).
However, this did not mean that the cultural articles had disappeared from the
newspapers. The articles were smaller and shorter though. But it was definitely published.
In the immediate aftermath of Japan's defeat, there was a growing momentum to become
a “Cultural Nation”. Many people were also looking for content other than politics,
economics, and society.

The Western edition, which I am focusing on in this paper, shared many articles with
the Tokyo and Osaka editions. However, other articles too were included. The articles
that appeared only in the regional editions were difficult to find. This time, I have used
“Asahi Shimbun Article Database Kikuzo II Visual” as my research material. Although
this database is equipped with a search function, many missing articles are also there. For
instance, even if one may find an article that was published in the Tokyo edition, but may
not find the one which was published in a regional edition. However, many important
articles and good works were published in the local editions. Many works of famous
authors with detailed bibliographies were also overlooked, even if they were published in
a well-known newspaper “The Asahi Shimbun”. For example, the works of Fumiko

Hayashi, Ango Sakaguchi, Ashihei Hino, Hatoju Muku, and Chogoro Kaionji, and so on.
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In principle, this paper includes only those articles which have full signatures. However, 1

have included some unsigned but interesting articles, too.





