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Paintings and Inscriptions of Ito Jakuchu - Bamboo, Shrimp, Carp

Mutsumi KADOW AKI, Seita KUNII, Izumi IKEDA

This paper focuses on the inscriptions on Ito Jakucht's (1716-1800) paintings,
especially those by Zen priests.

The introduction (Kadowaki) explains the reason for the attention paid to the
significance of inscriptions on Jakuchi's works. Jakucht became familiar with Zen priests
from a young age and had a proactive relationship with the senior Zen priests of the time.
The knowledge and information they imparted apparently had a considerable influence on
Jakucht. In other words, Zen Buddhism had an important meaning in Jakuchid's art works
and life. Based on such perspectives, we held the study group of the reading and
interpretation of the inscriptions under the guidance of Katsuhiro Yoshizawa (Advisor of
International Research Institute for Zen Buddhism, Hanazono University), an expert in
Zen literature. This paper is part of the results.

Chapter 1 (Kunii) deals with Jakuch@'s Drawing on Bamboo (Fukuda Art Museum),
with an inscription by Daiten Kenjo (1720-1802), which says that the bamboo shoots
become bamboo and then turn into the dragon. I believe this inscription is based on the
Book of Later Han.

Jakucht's drawings on bamboo can be categorized into some patterns, but we need
to make sure that the expressions from the printed book are combined as patterns.
Jakucht might be referring to Gasen, which is the printed book edited by Hayashi
Moriatsu (dates of birth and death unknown). Drawing on Bamboo using ink and water by
St Shi shares the character with Drawing on Bamboo (Fukuda Art Museum).

Bamboo is regarded as a special plant with strong vitality and symbolizes the spirit
of literary people. Bamboo is drawn from the bottom to the top, if it was growing up, so
we can regard it as a symbol of vitality. Rhizome and bamboo shoots are seen in Drawing
on Bamboo, which enhance the role of bamboo as vital symbol.

Chapter 2 (Ikeda) peruses the inscriptions on “shrimp” to explore its meaning.
Jakucht has painted several works on shrimps. A shrimp, which has a long beard and

bends its hip, typically depicts longevity. However, we may uncover more meanings after



143

deciphering the inscriptions on three works on shrimps.

Firstly, Ueda Akinari's (1734-1809) inscription of Shrimp (private collection) and
Akinari’'s two poems, which regard shrimps as protecting the dragon palace. Secondly, in
Shrimp (Tenri Central Library), which is inscribed by Kien Minagawa (1734-1708), it is
said that a large shrimp was presented to a person in power. Thirdly, Musen Jozen’s
(1693-1764) inscription on Shrimp (Hosomi Museum) is also based on the same story and
praises the force of the shrimps drawn by Jakuch. It says that they are so wonderful
that they seem to be transformed into a dragon when it rains and winds. Thus, it is clear
that “shrimp” is a motif that has various positive meanings, rather than mere longevity.
Hence, Jakuch@'s shrimp drawings are favored by people and produced in large numbers.

Chapter 3 (Kadowaki) deals with the paintings on “carp”. Currently, there are about
33 hanging scrolls or Oshiebari Byobu (folding screen with 6 pictures) of carp drawings in
ink. Although among Jakuchu's many works, they have not received as much attention in
the past, the following aspects can be pointed out by considering the inscriptions of 5
paintings (4 :Private collection, 1 : Princeton University Art Museum ) and observing them
alongside the drawing method.

First, it was explained that the carp paintings were preferred by the townspeople of
Kyoto because the carp, as it climbs the Longmen and turns into a dragon, symbolizes
success. O to @ of Jakuchi's works have inscriptions about the Longmen. However, the
inscriptions by Musen Jozen and Suigan Joken (171-69) are not poems merely talking
about the Longmen but are contents based on the paintings, and they are attractive as
literary works related to the carp figure. In addition, an examination of the inscription of
(® revealed the story of Wang Xiang, one of the twenty-four filial exemplars. Wang Xiang,
in the Jin dynasty of China, lay naked on an ice pond for his stepmother, who wanted to
eat raw fish in the middle of winter. Two fish jumped out form the pond due to the
superhuman power impressed by filial piety. Although the figure patterns of D to & are
almost the same, depending on the content of inscriptions, @ to @ will become carp those
challenge Longmen, and & will become a carp of Wang Xiang who will push through the
algae and jump out of the pond. The carp painting of Longmen is a prayer for success,
and that of Wang Xiang can be understood as a disciplinary aspect that recommends filial
piety.

Second, based on the first point, this study will present examples of the carp
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paintings that existed in the same age as Jakuchi's, which have not been considered to be
in connection with Wang Xiang in the past. Sakurai Seppo’s (1754-1824) work (Jissen
Women’s University Kosetsu Memorial Museum) shows two carps that jumped out of the
ice and Maruyama Okyo’s (1733-95) painting (Sen-oku Hakukokan Museum) depicts two
hung carps tied up using bamboo grass. Both are related to the content of Wang Xiang’s
story.

Third, the five carp paintings by Jakuch, with inscriptions of Musen and Suigan,
were created before their death, in the relatively early stage of Jakuchu's life, and they
were mass-produced in almost the same manner. An examination of these works revealed
that mass production of the same figures was carried out using the sketch, and that the
artist had learned the carp figures from the Kano school. In addition, because of the
production period overlapped with that of Jakuchi's masterpiece, Colorful Realm of
Living Beings (The Museum of the Imperial Collections), it can be assumed that those
carp paintings were included in the works that Daiten Kenjyo mentioned Jakucht had
sold for 18-liter rice. Accordingly, this study considered the possibility that the mass
production of the work was used to fund the painting materials required for Colorful

Realm of Living Beings.





