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An Evaluation Called "Hissei Kobu'":
An Introduction to the Study of Literary Criticism
through the Shomonos

TSUTA Kiyoyuki

In some shomonos (commentaries written in kana on Chinese classic books),
the annotators criticize the texts to be annotated. One of the words used in such
critiques is “hissei kobu (brushstroke inspiration)”. The purpose of this paper is
to clarify the meaning of this term.

A previous research has shown that this word originates from Zhuangzi
Juanzhai Kouyi, a commentary on the Zhuangzi by Lin Xiyi. The meaning of
the word is thought to be “a method of expression that attempts to make a strong
impression through unusual wording”.

However, investigating the examples of usage in the shomonos, the meaning
is found to be more limited. The word is thought to mean a use of language
contrary to the way which might be expected from the previous context. The
Gozan Zen monks in the late middle ages loved such expressions in the literary
writings.





