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The Significance of Observing Remote Japanese Language
Classes with Students from Multiple Universities:
What Japanese Language Education Trainees Can Learn
from Trainees at Other Universities

MATSUOKA Rina, NAKATANI Shinya

In this study, we set the following research questions with the aim of gaining
knowledge for the further enhancement of our remote class observation system.

RQ1: What do trainees feel when they observe classes with many trainees
from other universities at the same time and to what kind of learning does this
class observation system lead?

RQ2: What kind of learning is stimulated by a questioning system in which
the questions of fellow trainees are visualized?

We held semi-structured interviews with five of our research collaborators
and conducted qualitative analysis using open coding. With regard to our first
RQ, trainees reported that the remote class observation system allowed them to
"concentrate on their own class observation," and "learn from the actions of other
trainees." However, trainees also reportedly felt self-conscious when allowed to
speak, knowing that many fellow trainees were listening. Our research suggests
incorporating a system that allows the trainees to see what other trainees are
saying and doing without interfering with their individual class observation
could lead to more independent learning.

As for our second RQ, during the Q&A session it became clear that the
visualization and sharing of questions helped trainees recognize similarities
and differences with their own thinking, leading to "the acquisition of diverse
perspectives." Furthermore, the participants were stimulated by the questions of
others, and by realizing that there were various ways of thinking, they were able
to "expand their own perspectives" and come up with new ideas.





