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An Analysis of the Japanese Connective Particles
‘kara’ and ‘node’ in Interactional Discourse

NAKATA Hitoshi

This paper discusses Japanese connective particles ‘kara’ and ‘node’ in
interactions between Japanese native examiners and Japanese native respondents
in the interview task data of [-JAS.

For the sake of convenience, dialogues are classified into the three types,
according to the binding force of the opponents in the dialogue: the most bound
dialogue (such as direct answers to questions or requests of reaction), the most
free dialogue (such as free descriptions far from opponent’s questions), and the
others.

Main findings are as follows:

1. ‘Kara’ is used in the explanation supported by speaker’s values or beliefs.
2. ‘Node’ is used in the explanation not supported by speaker’s values or beliefs,
or the explanation incompatible with speaker’s values or beliefs.





