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Consideration of Research on the View of Life and Death Based on Japanese Culture 

  
Osaka University, Undergraduate School of Human Sciences Shiori Yamaguchi 

 
Abstract 

The study of the views of life and death developed mainly in the West. However, it is 
important not to overlook the view of life and death based on cultural differences. This note 
discusses the idea that in Japanese culture, life and death are inseparable, that death is a part of 
life, that life has value because of death. This can be seen in the context of existing life and death 
scales. This differs from the Western view of life and death, which separates life and death and 
focuses only on death. However, there are differences among the scales in terms of the Japanese 
cultural view of life and death, so further research is needed. In addition, the existing scales have 
their own merits and demerits, and there is no single scale that can adequately measure the 
Japanese view of life and death. Therefore, it may be necessary to create a unified scale based on 
previous research. 
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