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Consideration of the Body in the Costume Museum

MOMO Toru

The Kobe fashion museum is the oniy public museum in Japan that has exhibited the historical costumes
of the West and the national costumes of many parts of the world. The museums where costumes are exhibited

like the Kobe fashion museum are in a lot of cities including Paris, London, and New York. These costume

museums has the role of preserving delicate material of costumes and passing on to future generations and the -

role of exhibiting them and .opening it to the public. In the costume museum, it is general to exhibit costumes

by using the mannequin so as not to damage material as much as possible. However, it is greatly different from

the exhibition of costumes by an appearance costumes original. The exhibition of static costumes that use such a
mannequin is greatly different from what should be of costumes that we experience in daily life. The exhibition
in the costume museum has excluded the body and the physical movement from displaying costumes. I think
that I should consider what influence the lack of the body in the exhibition of the costume museum exerts on the
visitor.

Recently, only the design on the surface of costumes is attached to importance, and the symbolization is
advanced more and more. Accordingly, when thinking about the relation between the costume and the person,
the body is very an important factor. Furthermore, it is necessary to think about the role of the costume museum

again.
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