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Specifying the socio-physical characteristics of unplanned housing and informal green spaces in
Title Luanda city, Angola
(Tora7 - LT U FHICET 2 FHESMET & IEERRMZE M Ot - MBI R D53 HT)

Luanda, the capital city of Angola, has experienced rapid urbanization fueled by rural-urban migration due
the civil war from 1975 to 2002. In fact, between 2005 and 2010, the city’s population doubled to almost 7 million,
one-third of the entire country population. Poor housing conditions, limited infrastructure and low quality of urban
living environment define the city, where 80 percent of its population live in unplanned settlements. Government
strategies such as the Master Plan of Luanda and new satellite towns at the periphery have not addressed urban
challenges. In view of this reality, the study aimed to develop a contextual understanding of the socio-spatial urban
situation from the aspect of unplanned housing and informal green spaces (IGS). IGS are defined as spontaneous,
partly vegetated spaces without formal planning control or maintenance.

In Chapter 1, the perspective of urbanization and urban growth is presented by situating it within the African
and Angolan urban setting. It includes the introduction, the urban informalization problem, study area, and the
significance of the study.

In Chapter 2, the review of relevant literature is presented. Essentially, this encompasses the concept of urban
informality and IGS. Additionally, it includes recent debates about developing approaches that integrate African
traditional context in addressing the challenge of informal and unplanned urbanization in postcolonial African
cities.

In Chapter 3, the urban formation of Luanda is presented. Specifically, it briefly details out colonial and
postcolonial reasons for the growth of unplanned settlements, affordable housing, infrastructure challenges, and
government urban planning strategies and responses.

In Chapter 4, the methodology and approach are adopted for study is narrated. This includes the literature
review, semi-structured interviews, field observation, measurement of buildings, and a children’s workshop. In
the first study in Cassenda neighborhood of inner-city Luanda, a total of 50 houses were surveyed. For the second
study in Funda neighborhood, peripheral Luanda, a total 125 interviews were conducted, including 100 adults and
25 children about the distribution, use and management of IGS.

In Chapter 5, analysis of housing in Cassenda is presented on age, typology, modification and internal
conditions. The results revealed that 42% of the houses were planned, 31% were unplanned and 27% had a mixed
pattern of planned and unplanned. Additionally, informal modifications were higher in planned area (95%) and
mixed areas (82%) as compared to unplanned areas (50%) for the purposes of rental income and increases in family
size. Space syntax analysis showed that unplanned and mixed houses had high visual integration.

In Chapters 6, distribution, benefits and challenges of IGS in peripheral commune of Funda are analyzed from
the perspective of adults and children. The study revealed 8 types of IGS including open camps, river side, lots,
brownfields, semi-community gardens, kitchen gardens and street verges and power lines. While 90% of adults
reported IGS yielded provisional services such as herbs, children (95%), on the other hand, reported social services
such education and recreation. The study showed that there is no community management system or amenities
for IGS, which restricts children’s access and use.

In chapter 7, the study findings, conclusions and urban planning and recommendations are presented. In terms
of housing, the study recommends contextual replanning of housing areas based on neighborhood history, local
resources and lifestyles. Additionally, the study suggests a new hierarchical model for IGS management from the
neighborhood to the city level by connecting green space with schools, churches, and community associations for

improvement activities.
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