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Study on Spatial Characteristics and Visitor Stay Behavior of Chinese Garden: A Case Study of the

Ningbo Tianyige Museum Gardens
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Chinese gardens play an important role in Chinese landscape architecture both in ancient and modern times.
Together with urban parks, green spaces and forest parks, they have formed the landscape system in urban green
open space and become an indispensable public and leisure place. The overall aim of this study is to explore the
contemporary value of tourism and utilization of Chinese gardens, and to inherit and innovate the Chinese
gardens as a leading role of traditional culture and a valuable place for public and social activities. This study
focused on the following three research questions: What are the spatial changes and characteristics of Chinese
gardens in history? What are the characteristics of the space composition and tourism of contemporary gardens?
What is the relationship between the visitor behavior and garden space in contemporary gardens? Among the
above three questions, the first question regarded the traditional Chinese garden as a whole object, and the latter
two questions took the Tianyige Museum gardens as the specific research objects.

To answer the above three research questions, this study consisted of seven chapters, and were divided into
four parts: Chapter 1 as the introduction, Chapter 2 as the overview of the history and spatial changes of the
traditional Chinese gardens, Chapter 3-6 as the studies on the spatial characteristics and visitor stay behavior of
the Tianyige Museum gardens, Chapter 7 as the conclusions. The contents of each chapter are showing below.

Chapter 1 introduced the past and prospect of Chinese landscape architecture as the research background,
the objectives and significance of the study, the literature review, the structure and methodology of the
dissertation, and the definition of terms. The research methods were literature survey and historical research.

Chapter 2 studied the definition and classification, history and spatial changes, functions and utilization of
traditional Chinese gardens. This chapter functioned as an overview of Chinese garden history and the historical
studies for the contemporary Chinese garden. The research methods were literature survey and field survey.

Chapter 3 introduced the history and current situation of the research object of Chapter 4-6: Tianyige
Museum gardens, as well as the investigation schedule. Tianyige Museum gardens consist of the ancient Tianyige
Library group and two contemporary gardens. The research methods were literature survey and field survey.

Chapter 4 is the research on the spatial composition and characteristics of the Tianyige Library group and
other seven libraries. This chapter analyzed the basic situation, construction ideas, architectures and gardens of
Tianyige Library group, articulated the imitation of the seven libraries from the perspective of architectures and
gardens, and finally conducted the restoration research of three destroyed libraries. The research methods were
literature survey, historical research, field survey and mapping, and comparative research.

Chapter 5 & Chapter 6 took two contemporary gardens (East Garden and South Garden) of Tianyige Museum
as the research objects, and revealed the openness of the garden space and its attractiveness to visitors. Chapter 5
focused on the visitor short-stay behavior, and Chapter 6 focused on the visitor long-stay behavior. The two
chapters quantitatively analyzed the spatial composition of the garden space, the characteristics of visitor stay
behavior, and the correlations between spatial attributes and visitor stay distribution and duration. The research
methods were literature survey, field survey, observation methods, statistical methods, and comparative analysis.

Chapter 7 summarized the conclusions of this study, and put forward the strategies and suggestions for
contemporary garden planning and design, local improvement and management. It finally looked forward to the

Chinese garden as an important green open space category in the city.
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