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The study of ‘Poliphonic classwork’
Ken WAKATSUKI

As uniformity of knowledge and its one-way transmission in schooling have been criticized, conver-
sion of the view of classwork is getting to be explored. In this paper, based on the Bakhtin's view of
world and human being, “polyphonic classwork” is presented. “Polyphony” is the higher artistic
harmony which is performed when many voices and consciousness which are never united get into the
dialogic relation.

In this paper, I define and fabricate “polyphonic classwork” based on the idea of “positive under-
standing of listener” , which is one of the important idea of Bakhtin's dialogism. It is not the students
who are given knowledge from their teacher but the students who are able to ansewer actively with
their own voices. Teachers and students face the world together, and try to interpret it. There exists no
knowledge without relation to each person. It is because interpretation of the world means “I” enter
into the unique and distinct relation with the world and renew it. And this relation gets the depth in
dialogic relation with others, The voice of “I” reaches the depth by taking the voices of “the other”

into itself, as well as opposing to them. Polyphony is meant to respecting and connecting each other.



