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The Inappropriate Use of the Demonstratives for
the Japanese Learners’ Spoken Language

Ayako SAKAUE

A number of researches have examined the demonstratives, but as far as the
studies of the demonstratives of Japanese learner is concerned, the ones about
classification of demonstratives KO-SO-A are most commonly found (Sakoda
1998). However, actually, other elements, for example ellipsis or repetition of
object make them inappropriate (Sakaue 2003).

The aim of this paper is to clarify the characteristics of inappropriate demon-
stratives that Japanese learners use; when and how many times which demonstra-
tive the Japanese learners use and why they are inappropriate. As a result of the
examination, the demonstratives which need to be omitted the most are “SORE”.
The result of the present study shows the importance and need of referential forms
including ellipsis and repetition not only the choice of the demonstratives.

When it comes to the way of teaching the demonstratives, it should be careful
about the next points besides the choice of the demonstratives.

(1) You should omit the demonstratives which have a clear discourse topic.

(2) You shouldn’t use “KONO” and “SONO?”, it’s difficult to guess what the
demonstrative reference is.

(3) You can repeat the noun phrase when that plays a key role of the story.

(4) You shouldn’t use the demonstratives when it’s difficult to guess what the
demonstrative reference is.

(5) You should be careful that the demonstratives can use as filler or not.



