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A situated approach to “comprehensive and experiential learning”

: the practice of work experience in a middle school

WAKATSUKI, Ken

The purpose of this study is to consider “comprehensive and experiential learning,” especially “work
experience” from the viewpoint of “legitimate peripheral participation,” and to compare it with “conventional
classwork.”  “Comprehensive and experiential learning” has grown out of criticism of conventional class work
that is centered on cramming. This new perspective has the potential to allow students to pursue their own interests
and do their own problem-solving, and to form their own ideas and ways of expressing them. Therefore,
“comprehensive and experiential leaming” may expand the framework of conventional class work. In this essay,
concentrating on two points - “collaboration with others” and “situated knowledge” - I explain the differences
between conventional classwork and “work experience” and also illustrate how “work experience” holds the
potential to expand student learning.



